MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE
TUESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 2019 AT 7:30 PM
PRESENT:
Cllr Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr T Bearpark and Cllr P Collinson
IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms K Byrne (Clerk) and Mrs Woods
1)

Apologies for Absence
Cllr L Wragg, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr C Howe.

2)

Declaration of Interest in agenda items
None
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 15th Jan 2019

3)

The minutes were reviewed and agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts.
4)

Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only)
None

5)

6)

Village Hall
a.

Changing Room Refurbishment
Mrs Woods said that the builder she had asked for a quote from has gone out of business. She
has contacted another builder who will be giving a quote soon. Whether the kiosk will be
included in the refurbishments is to be decided at a later date. Cllr Burge has looked at grant
funding available from SCDC and he has a list, but Mrs Woods has this list already and a list from
Cambridge ACRE.

b.

Safety floor area around children's play equipment
The warranty for the play equipment is for 12 months so has run out as the equipment was
installed in September 2017. The Clerk has contacted Hags to find out what can be done
regarding repairs to the matting.
County Council Update
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Fowlmere Parish Council – February 2019 meeting Report from Peter Topping – county councillor
County council tax - The county council budget for the coming year was voted through and here are the main
points
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- The council tax bill is going up by a total of 2.99 per cent plus a ring-fenced increase of 2.00% for adult social
services. The county budget is about a half a billion pounds a year and half of that goes on social services. The
increase means an extra £1.15 a week for a Band D house.
- Despite this increase, the county council still must find some savings. A fund that was set up last year has
meant that £9m can be taken from it to go into the pot for services, so fewer cuts overall.
- The amount that the government pays in grants to the county council continues to reduce, and
Cambridgeshire is particularly hit by this because it is a fast-growing county.
- Demand for the sorts of services that cost a lot to deliver, such as care for the elderly, is going up and in
Cambridgeshire the number of people over 80 has grown by a quarter in the last five years.
- The budget includes spending an extra £28.7m on improving the county roads.
Roads
Improving the A505 - I have raised with the Combined Authority at a recent meeting the commitment it
made to fund a study on how to improve the A505 and make the junctions safer given how much traffic is on
it and we can expect in the future. I have asked the heads of the bio-tech centres along the A505 to support
and put pressure on the Combined Authority.
Gritting - The main roads through Fowlmere were gritted twice in one night ten days ago due to the cold
weather, the second run being at 3am.
I met with the new highways officer, John O’Brian and have asked him to clear the footpath back opposite
Bury House in Long Lane and have written to the resident who raised the query.
Rail
Rail 1. Over the next four weeks the consultation on East-West Rail routes will be running, with the main
choice being a route that goes to the north of Cambridge running down through Cambourne, or one that cuts
across further south and through Bassingbourn. The southern route is not as challenging in terms of
engineering and so will cost less. The northern route will cost more, and the extra cost will probably mean
more houses built to pay for it, but it follows the A428 corridor and does give Cambourne a station. All this is
quite a way from Duxford but shows how much infrastructure and houses continue to be pushed into this part
of Cambridgeshire.
Rail 2. Foxton crossing and park and rail. The proposals for a solution to the Foxton crossing are going to the
Greater Cambridge Partnership later this month. If the proposals are to be taken forward, then full public
consultation will start later in the year. The opportunity for Fowlmere is to see how much connectivity with
Foxton station is wanted and flag up an interest. For example, a safe cycling route to the station.
Land at Butts Lane/Top Close – possible community orchard - the county council is happy to work to the
timetable that the parish council wishes to pursue and so will not put the transfer of the land onto the
relevant meeting agenda until the Parish Council gives it the nod.
Review of the Local Plan – call for sites
South Cambs are asking land-owners to put forward sites that could be built on. The call for sites runs to 25
March. Here is the link. https://www.scambs.gov.uk/gclpcallforsites
Briefly this is because the District Council wants to know about potential sites or broad locations for
development. Better understanding land availability for development across Greater Cambridge will ensure
that the new Local Plan allocates enough land to meet identified needs and that it can choose the right sites
from many potential alternatives having assessed their suitability, availability and achievability.
Not all of the sites proposed in the Call for Sites will be found to be suitable, available or achievable. The
council will assess each site which meets minimum size and capacity criteria against a common assessment
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methodology and publish findings in a report which will form part of the evidence base supporting the new
Local Plan. The proposals will be consulted on in the autumn of this year.
The last call for sites in 2011 saw several sites put forward in and around Fowlmere. None were found to be
suitable and so none were included in the Local Plan. Sites will be put forward again, I would expect.
In other news
I attended the county health committee and agreed a merged £12m children’s health programme with
Peterborough City Council.
The government is proposing to make setting up an encampment on private land a criminal offence rather
than a civil one, which would have made it easier to end the one at Thriplow Heath early last year.
Peter Topping - County Councillor for Duxfordpeterwwtopping@gmail.com

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Regarding the transfer of land for the Community Orchard, Cllr Burge asked Cllr Topping what CCC’s
likely legal fees would be. Cllr Topping said he will find out and email this information to Cllr Burge.
Regarding the Rail 2 item re Foxton, there is a meeting on this in 28 Feb at Shire Hall - Cllr Roberts
will try to attend with Cllr Wragg and report back. Cllr Burge said that if the proposals go ahead then
Fowlmere should seek to get some benefit in terms of better and safer transport links to Foxton e.g.
being able to cycle safely to the station. Cllr Topping said that Tim Watkins is the project officer for
this
Cllr Topping was told of the report from a villager of the blocked drain on the High Street opposite
Sexton’s Cottage just down from the war memorial. Cllr Topping said that he will ask CCC take a
look at the drain.
ACTIONS for Cllr Topping:
i)

To send John O Brian’s email address to the Clerk;

ii) To send to Cllr Burge the likely cost of the CCC’s legal fees regarding the transfer of land for
the community orchard;
iii) To ask CCC to check the drains opposite Sexton’s cottage on the High Street in Fowlmere.
iv) To speak to the police about the reported travellers in Royston.
7)

District Council Update
Cllr Roberts said that the PC continue to have discussions with SCDC regarding Appleacre Park and
Appleacre Lodge. The PC are extremely concerned at how the matter has been handled by the SCDC
planning officer and we will be proceeding accordingly. The PC will be taking further legal advice
from the planning consultant, as there are reports of further growth of the Appleacre site.
Regarding the Local Plan, although the present Local Plan is in place until 2031, the search for sites
has already begun – local landowners and agents will be presenting their land for consideration
(sites can be submitted between 11 February and 25 March 2019).
Cllr Roberts reported that SCDC have no chief executive at the moment. A decision regarding this
will be made at a meeting next Thursday; Cllr Roberts will report back.
3

Meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press
Cllr Bearpark said that travellers have been seen in Royston in the Medical Centre car park. Cllr
Roberts asked Cllr Topping to talk to the police about this.
Mrs Woods said the Village Hall Management Committee are considering fencing in the field at the
Village Hall to prevent vandals and trespassers from coming onto the site and spoiling it. Mrs Woods
is obtaining quotes for this.
8)

Burial Board
a. Minutes from BB Meeting 30 Jan 2019
…………………………………………………………….

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Burial Board
held in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall, Fowlmere
on Wednesday 30th January 2019 at 7:30pm

Present:

Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr Vinton, Cllr C Howe

In attendance: Ms K Byrne (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Wragg and Cllr T Bearpark; Cllr P Collinson and Cllr M Sunderland were absent.
2. Declaration of Interest in agenda items
None were declared.
3. Minutes from previous Meeting – 13th June 2018 / Matters Arising
The Minutes of the last meeting had been agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 19th June 2018. There were no
matters arising.
4. Review of Cemetery Rules / Rates
a. Review by Cllr Mulholland
Cllr Mulholland had before the meeting edited the Cemetery Rules and circulated to the PC. The edited changes
were reviewed by the parish council and Cllr Mulholland made a note of any further agreed changes.
ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to update the Rules document as agreed and circulate.
Regarding Rule 20, it was suggested that a budget should be put aside to seed or turf older graves. £200 p.a. was
suggested. This could be reduced to £100 if it is later found that £200 is not needed.
b. Use of the Chapel
In January, the Clerk had received an enquiry about using the Cemetery chapel for a funeral (the family
subsequently changed their minds about this). However, it was agreed that allowing use of the chapel at funerals
would be a good idea and Cllr Mulholland suggested having the chapel open for all future funerals, as a courtesy.
The chapel would need to be tidied up first, old PC paperwork sorted out and the electrical wires boxed in for
safety. Cllr Burge suggested getting some welcome mats for the door entrances. Opening the chapel could be
trialled for a few burials and see what the feedback is.
Cllr Mulholland suggested the PC could have a contributions box fixed to the wall for donations to help towards
electricity costs. If a service was to be held in the chapel a nominal charge of perhaps £30 could be made. This to
be discussed further at the next PC meeting.
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5. Cemetery Plots
a. Update on the cemetery map
Cllr Mulholland and the Clerk had recently visited the cemetery to mark out a plot and had noted that some
previous plots had ‘drifted’ into the wrong row or column. They had therefore crossed out a number of plots on
the cemetery map as these were no longer available. The PC inspected the map and looked at how many
available plots remain. It was estimated that within about 5 years we may need to move into the new burial
ground extension.
b. Capacity of burial plot (Mr Harmata’s enquiry)
The Clerk had received an inquiry from Mr Harmata about burial plot capacity. Cllr Mulholland had then asked
gravedigger Jason Coles about this. He advised that up to 2 coffins can go in a full-size double depth plot and
potentially up to 12x ashes on top. However, as ashes are not normally buried at coffin depth, then once ashes
have been interred the plot should be closed to coffins and only further ashes could then be interred.
Bearing this in mind, the PC decided that the capacity at Fowlmere Cemetery plots should be up to 2 coffins and
up to 6 lots of cremated ashes per full-size plot.
ACTION – Clerk to notify Mr Harmata of plot capacity
c.

Transfer of Deed of Grant form

Another request for the transfer of deed of grant of Exclusive Rights of Burial (ERB) had been received in January.
There is some information on the ICCM website but no forms that are ready to use. Perhaps as members the PC
will have access to more usable documents. The Clerk, Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Roberts completed the paperwork
for the PC to become a member of the ICCM, which then needed posting to ICCM and the pro rata invoice paying.
ACTION – Clerk to complete process of joining ICCM
Cllr Burge said he would read up on the process for the transfer. It was suggested that as well as having a
transfer form, the ERB certificate would need updating, along with the Register of Purchased Graves. A new ERB
certificate could be written out in the name of the new purchaser, deleting from 100 years the number of years
the grant has already been held. Cllr Vinton said a rubber stamp could be used to print on the original certificate
that the grant of ERB has been transferred to a new certificate.
This is to be considered further in another BB meeting, to be held on 5 March.
6. Plan for opening up the boundary to the new burial ground
Cllr Burge said there are a number of steps needed for this, and these include:


Reinforcing the hedges down by the new gate, they need filling in;



Securing the perimeter fencing to prevent the Muntjacs getting in;



Removing the inner fence;



Removing the saplings and reviewing the lower branches of the mature trees;



In the corner by the firepit some land-levelling is needed and stumps need to be removed;



Much of this work will require Contractor(s).

ACTION – Cllr Burge will write this out as a Statement of Requirement and then get contractors to quote for
the work.
7. Fencing & Tree Work
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See above. Also, the pine tree T140 was removed in the August 2018 and needs replacing with a similar species.
However, the stump is still there, and this will need removing before another tree can be planted. The PC could
then ask Hardys to plant another tree in that area in the Autumn.
ACTION – Clerk to ask Hardys for a quote to remove the stump of pine tree T140
8. Composting Area
Cllr Mulholland said that having a composting area in the cemetery would be useful, creating a place to put
leaves on tidy up days. Visitors could also put leaves & dead flowers etc. in there whenever they wish to have a
clear up themselves. The composting area could be put in the corner of the cemetery extension by the access
gate with an additional line of hedges along it to conceal it. Eventually this may produce some good quality soil
which can be used in the cemetery.
9. Cemetery Shed
Cllr Mulholland said that in a year or two the PC will need to replace the cemetery shed. It could be smaller than
the present one. Cllr Vinton said we could disguise the water supply a bit more too.
ACTION – Price up and size up a new shed and discuss at the next meeting.
10. Other Matters
Cllr Vinton had contacted Dave Salmons regarding the gate to the new burial ground. Dave Salmons said that he
will need a portable welder to do the job. He will get back to Cllr Vinton when he has one. Meanwhile the holding
pins are holding strong for now.
Cllr Burge said that the maintenance contracts should be reviewed. This to be discussed further in the next PC
meeting.
Cllr Howe left the meeting at 21:16.
11. Date of Next Meeting
The next BB meeting is to be held on 5 March at 7:30pm in the Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 21:25.

…………………………………………………………….
The minutes were reviewed and agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts.
b. Matters arising
None
c. Cemetery fence
Cllr Mulholland had reported that the fencing had been “peeled back” and it looked like the wire
had been cut. He was going to repair it but was not present to report on that further.
d. Chapel paper-shredding session
Before the meeting, Cllr Mulholland had suggested that the PC get things moving in respect of
clearing all the old paperwork from the Chapel so they can start the trial run of having the building
open for burials. He had suggested the morning of 28th February. Cllrs Burge, Roberts, Vinton
Mulholland and the Clerk plan to attend. A start time of 9:00am was agreed.
9)

Planning Committee
a. Minutes from Planning Meeting 12 Feb 2019
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…………………………………………………………….
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE PAVILION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE
on TUESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2019 at 7:30pm
PRESENT:

Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr P Burge, Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr P Collinson

APOLOGIES:

Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, and Cllr M Vinton; Cllr T Bearpark was absent

IN ATTENDANCE

Ms K Byrne (Clerk)

1.

Declarations of interest (if any)
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council she will
approach any new information afresh. Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and
she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.
2. Appleacre Park Applications
Alison Twyford, Senior Planning Officer, SCDC, emailed on 14 Jan 2019:
I write in connection with the above site having now received full advice from our Legal Services team regarding
two lawful development certificate applications.
Cllr Roberts said the PC will go into a confidential session to discuss the legal advice the PC have received; just the
outcomes will be recorded.
The PC went into a closed session at 19:32.
The outcome of the discussion was as follows:
ACTION – Cllr Wragg and Cllr Roberts to draft a letter to Alison Twyford asking for:
(i) A list of when site visits were made to Appleacre since the filing of the first application date, and by
whom, and to ask for copies of site visit reports; and
(ii) A list of all enforcement visits to Appleacre, by whom and actions taken.
This letter to be reviewed by the rest of PC before being sent out on Friday.
The session opened to the public again at 20:10.
3. S/3566/17/FL
Land East of Fowlmere Road, Foxton
Construction of a new grain store and creation of an access from Fowlmere Road together with planting and
formation of an acoustic bund, Thriplow Farms Ltd. The Appeal is to be decided by way of a Hearing on 02-Apr2019.
The appeal date was noted.
Cllr Roberts said it will be a one-day hearing. Philip Kratz’s colleague will attend instead of Mr Kratz and he will
be fully briefed. Before the hearing, Cllrs Roberts and Wragg will attend a meeting with Foxton PC on 14 March
to go through the case that will be put from the PC’s side.
4.
Other Matters and Updates
The meeting closed at 20:15.

…………………………………………………………….
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The minutes were reviewed and agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts.
Arising from these minutes, prior to the PC meeting the Clerk had received an email in response to
the letter sent to John Koch on 15 February regarding Appleacre, to say that the PC’s enquiry is
being treated as a Freedom of Information request and has therefore been passed to Matt Dean to
action and respond.
Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in this item and went out of the room at 19:40.
Cllr Burge said that we should ask that they respond within 20 working days, as required for a FOI
request. Cllr Roberts proposed responding to this with a letter of enforcement; Cllr Roberts, Burge,
and Wragg to get together next week to draft the letter.
ACTIONS i) Clerk to ask SCDC to confirm that they will respond within the 20 working days;
ii) Cllrs Roberts, Wragg and Burge to draft a letter of enforcement;
iii) Clerk to find and print off any email, document or letter regarding Appleacre and put in a file.
Cllr Bearpark came back into the room at 19:47.
Also arising from the planning minutes, and regarding the grain store appeal, Cllr Roberts said that
Foxton PC have called a meeting on 14 March at 7:30pm to discuss this. Cllrs Roberts, Wragg and
Burge plan to attend the meeting along with Philip Kratz. The legal fees for the appeal are likely to
be £550 (to be shared between Foxton and Fowlmere PCs.
Cllr Topping left the meeting at 20:21.
b. S/4088/18/FL – Burnaby, Thriplow Road Fowlmere, Mr Mark Townend
The PC discussed the application which proposes to replace a leylandii boundary hedge with native
species hedge, backed in part by a close boarded fence & gate 1800mm high.
The PC has no objections and recommends approval.
c. DH/2/6/8/2 – Dove House – Tree maintenance
The Clerk had received through the post advance notification of this planning application. This was
noted by the PC.
ACTION – Clerk to thank the applicant for the information but to check that he is dealing with
SCDC regarding this application
d. Neighbourhood Plan Update
Cllr Roberts has spoken to Catherine Cairns from Foxton Neighbourhood Plan group. She will come
and meet the PC at a mutually agreeable time. Cllr Roberts will arrange the time and date.
10) Thriplow Daffodil Festival – 23 and 24 March 2019
Discussions between the Thriplow Daffodil committee and Cllrs Burge, Mulholland and Vinton were
productive and had resulted in a plan to minimise the traffic and inconvenience experienced in
Fowlmere. Cllr Vinton will attend the next Daffodil meeting on 21 Feb 2019. Cllr Vinton had looked
through the resubmitted plans from SCDC and said that they are as discussed.
ACTION – Clerk to report back to SCDC that the resubmitted plans are satisfactory.
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11)

Repairs to St Marys Wall
It has been established that the PC have a responsibility to maintain the church grounds. Following
advice from SCDC, the PC need to have a survey done. Cllr Burge said that he has forwarded a short
list of suitable contractors to the Clerk for her to obtain quotes, also to let St Marys know we will be
having a survey done.
ACTION – Clerk to obtain quotes to survey the wall, and to let the PCC know we will be having a
survey done.
Cllr Bearpark had asked Glen Johnson to carry out a survey of the wall. Cllr Roberts said Cllr
Bearpark should ask for the quote.

12)

East-West Rail: Bedford to Cambridge
The Clerk has had numerous communications about the East-West Rail consultation and has put a
poster in the noticeboard and on the Fowlmere PC website.
The consultation will run from 28 January to 11 March 2019. To find out more and have your say,
visit https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay

13)

Assets of community value
Cllr Roberts said that we now know that the PC own the Clunch Pits, but they are not registered with
the Land Registry. The Clerk has asked for a copy of the Deed of Conveyance from Hewitsons and a
quote for registering the land on behalf of the PC.
Regarding registering other areas of land in the village with the Land registry, Cllr Burge suggested
that the PC should see what comes back from Hewitsons regarding registering the Clunch Pits and to
see how long and expensive the process will be. All concurred.
Cllr Collinson asked about putting forward the Chequers as an Asset of Community value – Cllr
Roberts said it would be difficult as it is not the only pub in the village. Cllr Burge said that it could
be written in the Neighbourhood plan that the village would not wish to see a change of use for the
Chequers pub.

14)
a.

Road Safety
LHI Application Update
The Clerk informed the PC that CCC had communicated that the LHI application will be discussed at
the next H&CI Committee meeting on 12th March 2019. A member of the Cambridgeshire
Highways team will then be in touch to confirm whether the bid has been successful, however the
budgets only come into force in the start of next financial year so it is unlikely that successful
applicants will be contacted before then (April 2019).

b. Speedwatch Update
Cllr Howe was not present to update the PC on this.
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c.

MVAS update
Cllr Wragg has been moving the unit around the village and replacing the batteries regularly. Thanks
to Cllr Wragg for his efforts.

d. Casualty Reduction Support Fund
Nothing to report.
e.

HGVs in village
Nothing further to report.

15)

Trees, Grass and Hedges
a) Grass Cutting and Landscape contracts renewal
Cllr Burge and Mulholland will ask Martin Hardy about the current schedule Hardys have in place
with the PC regarding grass cutting etc. when they meet him on 5 March.
b) Village tree work update
The work is about half way through – removal of the dead elm on Dove House Close and the
leylandii at the Village Hall, and cemetery work is done. What remains is:


Removal of Beech tree (T47) between Isons Close & Jacksons Way – w/c 25 February;



Butts Lane Recreation Ground – w/c 25 February;



Ryecroft Lane (including removal of dead Elm near T26, T28, T20 trees) – work will commence
on 4 March 2019.

Regarding other tree work in the village (Mr Bowron’s email) – clerk to reply that now is not the time
to cut trees back as it is the start of nesting season, autumn is the preferred time. However, the PC
will look at these trees during the village walk on 2 March.
ACTION – Clerk to reply to Mr Bowron
Cllr Burge said that we should get the present batch of tree work done and then next year
commission another tree survey to cover the next 3-5 years.
c)
16)

Community Orchard update
Cllr Topping will report back to Cllr Burge regarding the CCC’s legal costs.

Finance & General Purposes
a)

Minutes from Finance Meeting 12 Feb 2019
…………………………………………………………….

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee
held in the Pavilion Room, Fowlmere Village Hall, Fowlmere
Tuesday 12th February 2019 at 8:15 pm
Present:
Cllr P Burge (Chair), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr Sunderland, Cllr Mr P Collinson, and Cllr D Roberts
Also in Attendance: Ms K Byrne (Clerk)
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1. Apologies for Absence
Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, and Cllr M Vinton; Cllr T Bearpark was absent.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting (20th Nov) / Matters Arising
The minutes had been agreed, and signed and are incorporated into the PC minutes of 11 December
2018. Matters Arising – none.
3. Clerk Salary and Review
The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting at this point and the PC had a brief discussion. The clerk left the
room at 20:18, and returned at 20:25.
It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary would increase in line with the national pay scale. Some back-pay is
due for the tax-year 2018-2019 as the salary scale had been worked out on the previous year’s scale. This
to be added to February’s salary.
ACTION – Cllr Wragg, Cllr Burge and the Clerk to conduct a development review / appraisal of the Clerk as
per Contract of Employment
4. Review of Income and Expenditure
a) Review of savings accounts and current accounts
The balances in the savings accounts are as follows:
 Unity Trust Bank Instant Access Savings Account – £501.33
 Santander Business Savings Account – £20,289.71
 The Cambridge Building Society – £40,440.25
 Total £61,231.29
The balances in the current accounts are as follows:
 Santander Current account – £2,183.82.
 Unity Trust Current account – £21,387.30
 Total £23,571.12
Cllr Burge said that the PC need to take the S106 money (£10,500) out the savings account and put it into
the Unity Trust current account. It could not be recalled which savings account has the S106 money in it.
Cllr Burge said that one of the savings accounts could have JUST the S106 money in it and that account
would then only be used for S106 projects. All concurred with this. Which account this should be depends
on the interest rates and access conditions of each – clerk to find out. Also, it was recognised that the
signatories for Cambridge Building Society account need to be updated.
ACTIONS – Clerk to:
i) Move £10,500 from the Santander Business savings account into the Santander current account. Then
prepare a cheque for £10,500 to move this money into the Unity Trust current account
ii) Find out the interest rates of the savings accounts and inform the PC.
iii) Obtain paperwork to change signatories on the Cambridge Building Society account.
b) Comparison of Expenditure with budget
Just before the meeting, the Clerk had circulated to the PC a spreadsheet of 2018-2019 budget against
expenditure so far in this tax year. Cllr Burge said that the £10,500 for the outdoor gym equipment
should be removed from the expenditure as it should come from S106 money and not the precept budget.
Also, the income from the cemetery should be set against cemetery costs.
ACTION – Clerk to amend the spreadsheet with regards to S106 money and include cemetery income –
recirculate to PC
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[Following the meeting, once these adjustments had been done the expenditure against budget for this tax
year looked in good shape with approximately £8,930 of the precept budget left in this tax year.]
c) Precept
The Clerk had received acknowledgement from SCDC of receipt of Fowlmere PC’s Precept request for
2019/2020 of £38,810. The precept will give a Band D equivalent for 2019/20 of £68.69. This is an
increase of £2.65 or 4.02% above the Band D equivalent charge in 2018/19. The precept requested is
£2,000 higher for 2019/20 than the previous year. The tax base has increased from 557.4 to 565.0 this
results in an increase to the Band D equivalent cost.
This was noted by the PC.
5. Audit for 2018-2019
a) Review internal auditor
In 2018/2019 the PC used Hardcastle Burton. The PC felt that their costs had risen recently. [Following
the meeting, the Clerk found that Hardcastle Burton had charged £690 in 2018-19 and £654 in 2017-18.]
It was questioned whether equivalent auditors might have cheaper rates.
ACTION - Clerk to ask Thriplow and Foxton PCs which auditors they use and what they paid last year.
b) Review FPC Standing Order / Financial Regulations
Cllr Burge said that NALC have new templates for Standing Orders and that Fowlmere PC’s is out of date.
Financial Regulations need to be produced as a separate document, for which NALC also have a
template. These will need some editing and then the PC need to decide if they are to adopt them.
c) Review FPC Asset Register, Code of Conduct and Risk Assessment documents
The outdoor gym equipment needs to be added to the asset register. The Code of Conduct is out of date;
NALC also have a template for this. The Risk Assessment is also to be reviewed.
ACTION – Cllrs Burge and Wragg and the Clerk to have a meeting to produce new drafts of the
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Risk Assessment and circulate to the PC to
review in advance of the AGM
6. Trees, Grass, Hedges and General Purposes
a) Repairs to cemetery gate
Dave Salmons had quoted £100 to repair the gate. All agreed that this is acceptable. Clerk to inform Dave
Salmons to go ahead with the work.
b) Repairs to St Marys churchyard wall
The parochial church council (PCC) had expressed a wish to meet to discuss ownership and maintenance
responsibilities of St Marys churchyard wall. Cllr Burge said that he had looked at the past minutes and
old records and had found that the wall belongs to the church, but the maintenance liability is the Parish
Council’s. SCDC have confirmed that the wall to the church is considered to be curtilage listed.. Fowlmere
PC did not transfer liability to SCDC so the PC need to decide what to do. Advice received from SCDC was
for the PC to get the wall surveyed before any work begins.
ACTION – Clerk to get quotes from 3 local specialist surveyors and to let the PCC know that the PC are
having the wall surveyed
c) Contract renewals
Cllr Burge said that this was discussed briefly at the BB meeting; the PC need clarity around the existing
schedules. The maintenance ‘contracts’ the PC are with: Hardy Landscapes Ltd, Agriplant Ltd (their work
on the protected verges is well defined), and SW Gardens & Landscapes (they carry out gardening in
Savile Way).
Cllrs Burge and Mulholland will ask Martin Hardy when they meet him in March at the cemetery about
the scope of the maintenance work he carries out for the PC.
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There is to be a PC village walk on 2 March at 2pm where any further tree and grass work will be
identified.
d) Minor repair to Butts Fence
Before the meeting, Cllr Mulholland had sent notification that there had been some damage to the Butts
fence which required repair. Cllr Burge said that as this will be a small job the PC should ask Dave
Salmons to repair it – all concurred.
ACTION – Clerk to ask Dave Salmons to repair this and check the rest of the fence, and then give the PC
a quote for any other repair work required
7. Future Projects
a) Opening the existing cemetery grounds into the new burial ground
Cllr Burge and Cllr Mulholland have set up a meeting with Martin Hardy on 5 March to get an initial
quote for this work.
b) Repairing safety flooring at the Village Hall
The Clerk had found the paperwork for this and identified that the warranty for the equipment was 12
months, which has now run out. Cllr Burge said to go back to Hags and ask for a quote to repair the area.
ACTION – Clerk to ask Hags to inspect the matting and provide a quote
8. Other Matters
a) Beehives on Clunch Pit – contract with Chris Parsons
The Clerk found a contract drawn up for Mr Parsons dated April 2017 and realised that the April 2018
contract had not been issued and the £1 rent had not been paid. The PC decided that the contract should
be sent now to Mr Parsons, and to ask him to sign and pay the rent retrospectively.
ACTION – Clerk to send contract to Mr Parsons and to ask him to sign and pay the rent retrospectively.
b) SLCC Training Day – End of Year Finance Training
SLCC are running a training course on End of Year Finance on 8 March 2019. It will cost £10 for nonmembers. The PC decided that it would be useful if the Clerk attended.
ACTION – Clerk to sign up for and attend the SLCC course
c) ICCM Membership
The Clerk has received an Invoice for £90. The ICCM said that the PC can join as soon as we have paid the
invoice and it will be no extra for the remainder of 2019.
ACTION – Clerk to arrange payment
d) Cemetery fencing on the Mill Road
Cllr Mulholland had emailed before the meeting to say that the fencing had been “peeled back” and
looked like it had been cut. This was noted by the PC and will be discussed further at the next PC meeting.
e) Clunch Pits
Cllr Roberts said that the PC own 2 clunch pits – one near the Village Hall on Chrishall Road and one on
Long Lane, at the bottom of Moor Lane. The bungalow nearby is likely to be sold in the near future and
the PC need to get a clear understanding of the access to this area. The PC also need to double check that
the clunch pits are registered on the Land Registry. Cllr Roberts said that the PC could include this area on
the village walk-about. All concurred. This to be discussed further at the next PC meeting.
ACTION – Cllr Wragg to circulate the list of PC documents held by Hewitsons.
9. Date of Next Meeting
16th April 2019.
The meeting closed at 21:30.
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…………………………………………………………….
The minutes were reviewed and agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts.
Arising from these minutes, the Clerk reported that the interest rates for the Savings accounts
were as follows:
i)
Cambridge Building Society – pays 0.25% p.a (paid annually), money can be moved out of
the account by writing a letter signed by two signatories, and a cheque will be issued.
ii)
Santander Savings account – pays 0.6% p.a. (paid annually), money can be moved out of
the account by writing a letter signed by two signatories.
iii)
Unity Trust Savings account – pays 0.4% p.a. (paid quarterly) and money can be moved by
bank transfer – requiring two authorisations.
b) Cambridge Building Society – change of signatories
The signatories on this account were Cllrs Wragg, Roberts and Sunderland and Mrs J Wright. It
was agreed that Cllr Sunderland and Mrs Wright should be removed as signatories and Cllr Burge
and Ms K Byrne added and that the address would be changed to the Fowlmere PC PO box
address. Paperwork was presented to action this and Cllrs Burge and Roberts and Ms Byrne
signed it. As Cllrs Sunderland & Wragg and Mrs Wright were not present, the clerk agreed to get
these signatures after the meeting.
ACTION – Clerk to complete the paperwork to change the account details.
c) Bills to be paid
CCC Streetlighting (1st Oct 17 - 30th Sept 18): £1,491.83
Fowlmere Village Hall - Pavilion Room Hire (February): £72.00
Rob Watkins Tree Surgery – Cemetery trees: £1,140.00
Rob Watkins Tree Surgery - Dovehouse Close trees: £830.00
Dave Salmons – Repairing Cemetery extension gate: £100.00
ICCM Membership 2019-2020: £90.00
Birketts LLP – Philip Kratz consultancy fee (Planning advice re Appleacre): £266.40
Seniorlink Eldercare – January 2019: £97.37
K Byrne – Salary (January 2018): £633.60
K Byrne – NEST refund: £28.60
K Byrne – Telecoms refund: £32.84
Cllr Collinson left the room at 21:13 and returned at 21:15.
17)

Correspondence
a) Narrowing of footpath on Long Lane – Email 23-Jan
The PC looked at the planning map and established that this boundary is part of the approved
application and sits on the owner’s land, therefore the maintenance is down to the householder.
b) Scope – Email of 1 Feb
An enquiry as to whether Fowlmere village would like to site Scope Textile Banks was considered
by the PC; it was decided that this is not something they wish to do at this time.
c) Mr Pile / Eldercare
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Mr Pile’s requirements additional to the Seniorlink Eldercare services were considered by the PC.
The additional services would cost £4.47 per week whereas the existing Seniorlink service costs
£1.60 per week. The PC decided that the Seniorlink service has proved to be sufficient for
Fowlmere’s elderly residents for many years. While they understood the extra enhancements
may be required by Mr Pile, they didn’t feel that the Parish Council can fund these extra services.
d) Alan Jackson
An ivy-covered tree had fallen across the Round Moat Trail close to Mr Jackson’s house and he is
worried about similar trees nearby falling. The PC said that they would include this area in their
village walk on 2 March.
ACTION – Clerk to reply correspondents
18) Action List Update
a) Ideas for Improvements to Village Life
Nothing new at this stage.
19)

Other Matters (for information only)
a) Cllr Vinton
Cllr Vinton said that the repairs to the Cemetery extension gate have gone well. Cllr Vinton has
started work on the electrical enclosure to box in the wires at in the Chapel. He reported that the
Cemetery shed is on its last legs and will need replacing soon.
b) Butts Fence
Dave Salmons had quoted £50 to fix the metal clamp along with two other clamps that need fixing.
Also, there are 5 wobbly posts along the back fence and near the houses – he quoted £170 to
replace those. Cllr Burge proposed that the PC approve these costs, all agreed.
ACTION – Clerk to inform Dave Salmons
c) Parish Planning Training
The planning session for Fowlmere PC is Thursday 21 March 2019, 6-8pm at South Cambridgeshire
Hall, Cambourne (other dates are 7 March or 28 March). Cllrs Wragg, Burge, Collinson, Bearpark
and the clerk would like to attend. Other Cllrs not present may also wish to attend.
ACTION – Clerk to inform SCDC

The meeting closed at 21:35 pm.
The date of the next PC meeting is Tuesday 19th March 2019 in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall.
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