PRESENT:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL
which was held on-line via Zoom
on TUESDAY 15TH December 2020 at 7:30pm
Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P
Collinson, Cllr R Lennon (who joined at 19.43) and Cllr J Hobro

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.23), Mrs D Woods and Mr
Luckhurst
Actions
Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was
going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections.
1

Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (unable to join the Zoom meeting)
and Cllr C Howe (family commitment).

2

Declaration of Interest in agenda items
Cllr Hobro declared a pecuniary interest in items 4 & 8 (pertaining to the roundels).

3

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 17 Nov 2020
The minutes were reviewed and were agreed to be a true record, all concurred. The
minutes were signed by Cllr Wragg, who will deliver the signed Minutes to the Clerk.

4

Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only)
Before the meeting, Cllr Howe had written that he had a Matter Arising from the 17 Nov
Minutes regarding item 8c (Roundels). Following contact from the resident, Cllr Howe
had looked at the location of the roundel on Chapel Lane and agreed that it has an
unfortunate impact on the environment, which could be reduced by moving it slightly.
Cllr Howe suggested that he could find out whether moving the roundel would be
feasible without moving the adjacent ones, and if so what the cost would be. If the cost
was prohibitive, perhaps the roundel could be repainted in a slightly different location
(when the time comes to repaint the roundels).
[This was discussed further in item 8] Cllr Mulholland suggested that the PC might not
have seen all the correspondence regarding the roundel.
Clerk
ACTION – Clerk to collate all the correspondence regarding the roundels on Chapel
Lane and circulate to the PC

5

County Council Matters (written report)
Cllr McDonald had submitted a written report (see Annex A). Additional to this, Cllr
McDonald said that South Cambridgeshire may go up a tier due to the high numbers of
Covid cases in other parts of the county. So far 280 Covid cases have been passed to the
local test and trace service with 83% completed. Cllr Hobro asked how this compared
with those being handled nationally? Cllr McDonald didn’t know but said he would find
out. It was agreed that the percentage now being reached is a vast improvement.
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to find out how many test and trace cases are being handled Cllr
McDonald
locally compared with nationally
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Cllr Burge asked what the financial exposure is for Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC)
regarding the loan for This Land. Cllr McDonald said there are no material financial
concerns.
6

District Council Update
Cllr Roberts said regarding the consultation on the land supply list, South Cambridgeshire
District Council (SCDC) had decided to bring this forward and approach parishes for their
comments as soon as possible, for them to make some initial comments.
The press release proposing to build 25,000 houses somewhere near Bassingbourn /
Whaddon / Meldreth had been big news this week. District councillors directly involved
had attended an initial briefing. Cllr Roberts will make sure Fowlmere PC is included in
the next briefing to parishes. Cllrs Roberts, Wragg and Burge will be attending a meeting
regarding this tomorrow night; they will circulate a report afterwards.
ACTION – Cllr Wragg and Burge to circulate a report from the meeting regarding the
Cllr Wragg
proposed development for 25,000 houses
and Burge

7

Village Hall
Mrs Woods said that she had applied for and received a Zero Carbon grant from SCDC
for a complete energy survey at the Village Hall (VH). The VHMC has installed CCTV at
the VH which Mrs Woods has remote access to; she will monitor it regularly. VHMC are
going to put up an 18inch barrier, with retractable posts, across the access to the field
near the VH entrance to stop vandals driving vehicles onto the field. The VHMC is hoping
to re-open the VH in January, subject to Covid guidance. Cllr Wragg thanked Mrs Woods
for her efforts.
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.
There was none. Cllr Wragg invited the members of the public to speak; they declined.
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.

8

Road Safety
a) Flooding (Long Lane & Pipers Close)
Cllr Wragg said that a site meeting had been held last week on Long Lane with himself,
Cllr McDonald, Cllr Roberts and Dennis Vatcher (from CCC Highways). Cllr McDonald said
that test drills were made along the road to see where problems are with the drains, and
that initial clearing and cleaning had been carried out. The results from the test drills are
required and then Highways can work on the drains accordingly and deal with the pothole. Cllr Roberts said that the hole had temporarily been filled in.
b) HGVs through village
Before the meeting, Cllr Howe had produced a report ‘Traffic Strategy plus Appendices’,
and circulated it to the PC. Cllr Wragg said that no decisions should be made in this
meeting with Cllr Howe not present. The PC will go back to the HGV issue in January
subject to Cllr Howe being present. Cllr Roberts said that in the site meeting on 14 Dec
HGVs through the village was also discussed, so the highways officers are already aware
of the issues. Cllr Wragg said that information from residents regarding HGVs would be
needed. A quiet word to the companies involved from Cllr Roberts or Cllr McDonald
might be the next step.
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The idea of chicanes being added to Long Lane to slow traffic down was discussed (as the
temporary traffic cone in the pot-hole seemed to have been having this effect), but it
was thought that Highways would not support placing chicanes as there was insufficient
traffic in both directions to justify them. Mr Luckhurst offered to monitor and report on
the effect on speed of the traffic cone.
Cllr
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to check if CCC Highways will still allow chicanes to be used
McDonald
c) Speedwatch
Speedwatch sessions have been suspended for the foreseeable future. However, if
anybody has any suggestions regarding locations and directions of travel for future
Speedwatch sessions a list will be compiled.
d) SatNav errors*
Cllr Hobro said that the change has been added to Google Maps, and there had been an
improvement in the number of vehicles trying to get through to the Industrial Estate,
although some of the addresses are still being routed incorrectly. Cllr Hobro is following
this up.
Regarding Butts View, Cllr Hobro also said that residents are unhappy about cars parking
on the road during the school run making it impossible to get past, and that the
residents had asked if the PC can do anything. Cllr Hobro suggested that the PC could put
a sign on the corner of Butts View or put notes under windscreen wipers of cars who
park there. Cllr Mulholland suggested that the PC may informally suggest to the school
headmaster to include a map when they next circulate a reminder of where people
should park when dropping off children at school.
e) Road closures (scheduled)
There were no road closures additional to those mentioned in the last PC meeting.
9

Reports from Meetings attended
Cllr Burge attended a Planning meeting, see item 11a. Cllr Collinson attended several
meeting, see item 20a.
Cllr McDonald and Mr Luckhurst left the meeting at 20.29.

10 Burial Board
a) Recent burials
Mr Pile had been interred in plot 389 on 8 December 2020.
Regarding the transfer of ERB for plot 692 from Mrs Phyllis Aldous to Mrs Erica Vallis (her
niece), a completed form of Assent had been received but no Grant of probate. Mrs
Vallis’s solicitor said ‘It has not yet been possible to apply for the Grant of Probate. At this
stage, I can provide you with a certified copy of the Will of Phyllis Aldous which confirms
the appointment of Erica Vallis as Executor.’ However, our grave ownership document
says that a Grant of Probate is required. The PC advised that advice should be sought
from ICCM (Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management).
Clerk
ACTION – Clerk to seek advice from ICCM
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Cllr Mulholland said that regarding the repairs to the gravestone, he had asked Mr Cobb
to get a quote on headed paper as the matter was going to be settled via insurers, and
he is still awaiting this. He will pass it on to Martin Hardy when it has been delivered.
b) Repair works progress
Cllr Mulholland said that the old shed has been dismantled and Ian Wilson will dispose
of it shortly. The repairs to the Chapel are still ongoing.
c) Electricity supplier
The electricity supplier at the cemetery chapel is being switched from E.on to EDF via an
agent (Love Energy Savings). The standing charge/day is 25p compared with 48p (for
E.on), Unit/Kwh is 17p compared with 23.64p. A 3-year contract with EDF was agreed by
the Clerk, the Chairman and the Chair of Finance, and is due to start on 20 December.
The Direct Debit needs to be set up, and the Clerk is to read the electricity meter before
the contract begins.
11 Planning Committee
a) Local Plan update
Cllr Burge went to a presentation on 1 Dec in which SCDC brought Parish Councils up to
speed on the local plan and planning options with low, medium and high-growth
strategies. Pros and cons of different scenarios were discussed. Water supply was a
major consideration. From the floor the planners were asked about changes in working
practices, commuting etc. and whether SCDC are planning for a future that might never
happen. Cllr Burge had asked about locking in affordable housing and the importance of
not selling the stock on. Cllr Burge observed that the lack of a strategic regional plan may
make local planning difficult for individual regions.
b) Cherry Tree Field update
Cllr Burge had spoken on the PC’s behalf at the November SCDC Planning Committee
meeting where this application was discussed. The fallback position argued within the
planning officer's report for S/4252/19/FL, and which was instrumental in the committee
reaching their decision, was not legally correct. This application is to be discussed again
in a future SCDC Planning Committee meeting. Fowlmere PC has engaged the planning
consultant Philip Kratz on this matter who remains instructed. The PC agreed that Cllr
Burge would have a discussion with SCDC planning officers before the next Planning
Committee meeting, there were no objections.
c) South West Cambridge New Town
A press release had recently been published in which little information was given about
the proposed 25,000 houses (see item 6). The development is not yet an official site that
has been put forward to SCDC, and residents should not be alarmed. If an application is
put forward it will be considered as any other site would be for the Local Plan.
12 Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee – to be nominated
Cllr Wragg said that the PC had been remiss in not appointing a PC member to the VH
committee sooner. He asked for nominations for the role. Cllr Burge nominated Cllr
Lennon. There were no other nominations and no objections. Cllr Lennon accepted the
position.
Clerk
ACTION – Clerk to send a letter with Cllr Lennon’s contact details to Mrs Woods.
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13 Review of Website and PC email addresses
Cllr Collinson had prepared a short list of 15 potential registrars for hosting and
developing a new website. Cllr Hobro offered to help shorten the list to 3-5 providers.
Clerk and Cllr Collinson are still to sort out uploading minutes to the existing website. Cllr
Mulholland suggested putting a full year of Minutes in one document on the website
instead of individual months, which he could help with, and may solve the issue.
14 Trees, Grass and Hedges
a) Round Moat Trees
The work on the group 9 elms is expected to be complete imminently. Regarding a
resident’s concern about Round Moat trees possibly falling into his garden, Cllr Collinson
had inspected them and noted insect damage on one of the trunks; Shires estimated this
could become critical in 1-5 years. Cllr Collinson thought that there would not be
damage to the property if the trees did fall, but possibly the garden fence. The health of
these trees would be monitored annually along with the other moat trees. Cllr Collinson
had advised the resident that if he wanted to take action sooner, the PC would not
object as long as the relevant permissions were obtained from SCDC.
The Clerk had contacted Ian Lorman asking advice regarding the trees in the Round
Moat and was awaiting a reply. Cllr Collinson said that the PC should continually monitor
their trees particularly in the Round Moat, and suggested that when the Covid
restrictions allow he could meet with Mr Lorman and involve him in the plans for the
Round Moat Pebble project, along with Cllrs Mulholland and Howe if they wish. Cllr
Mulholland suggested that other people not associated with the PC could be involved in
this working group too, and the group can report back to the PC as the project develops.
b) Leaf clearing
Cllr Burge said that the leaf-clearing on Jacksons Way / The Green revealed bare areas
which the PC may wish to consider having re-seeded in the spring.
Also, before the meeting Cllrs Burge and Mulholland had noticed the heavy leaf fall on
the Butts Recreation ground and had suggested to the Clerk and Chairman that Hardys
might give a quote to clear them by blowing the leaves into the boundaries. Hardys had
given a reasonable quote of £150+VAT and were able to carry out the work that
weekend. Therefore, with the Chairman and Chair of Finance’s agreement, the Clerk had
asked Hardys to go ahead.
Cllr Hobro had recently organised a litter pick on the roadside on the way to Newton,
and asked if anyone sees litter in any other areas to let him know and he will try to clear
them. If there are any other people wishing to volunteer then please contact Cllr Hobro.
15 Christmas Scarecrow Competition
Cllr Lennon said that preparations for the Scarecrow competition and Father Christmas’s
visit (Santa’s Tractor) are going well, with 12 scarecrow entries so far. The organisers will
shortly be confirming the route (which will be about 5 miles), and will publish it on
Facebook. The organisers will judge the scarecrows so prizes can be given out by Father
Christmas on the evening of Sunday 20 December. The prizes have been kindly donated
by Tesco’s, Bury Farm and the Chequers. Cllr Lennon thanked Cllr Mulholland for his
help. Cllr Mulholland said that Robin Barker has kindly donated use of his lighting /
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generator kit free of charge, but Cllr Mulholland said that Mr Barker should submit a
receipt to the PC for petrol used during the event (this would be the only expense
incurred by the PC).
16 Stay Well this Winter Campaign
The Clerk had received 15 information packs from CCC for their Stay Well this Winter
Campaign. The PC suggested that some of these could be distributed to the residents
who are on the Seniorlink Eldercare scheme.
ACTION – Clerk to distribute the packs to the residents on the Eldercare scheme

Clerk

17 Finance & General Purposes
a) Bank Account – additional signatories
Following discussion, the PC decided that Cllr Lennon Should replace Cllr Roberts as a
signatory on the Unity Trust bank account.
ACTION – Clerk to administer change of signatories on the Unity Trust bank account
Clerk
b) Defibrillator
Cllr Burge is waiting to hear back from DIPS (a supplier of defibrillators) and whether a
grant may be available.
c) Wheely bin stickers
Cllr Burge offered to prepare a covering note and Cllr Roberts offered to distribute this
along with the 20mph wheely bin stickers along Long Lane. If there is demand for more
stickers the PC will purchase another batch.
d) Royston & District Community Transport donation (£300 previously donated)
Fowlmere PC had donated £300 to RDCT in 2019-2020. Cllr Burge proposed that the PC
again contribute £300 to RDCT, this was seconded by Cllr Roberts, all concurred.
Clerk
ACTION – Clerk to set up payment of £300 to RDCT
e) Christmas Tree
The bill for the Christmas tree was £49. 00 with 10% discount if paid before 31 Dec 2020,
so £44.10 is to be paid to Phillimore Gardens; this was approved by the PC.
f) Bills to be paid
E.on Chapel Electricity (28 Nov Bill), £15.67
Hardy Landscapes (Leaf collection Jacksons Way), £420.00
Hardy Landscapes (Weedkiller along church wall), £72.00
Hardy Landscapes (Leaves blown on Butts Rec), £180.00
S W Gardens and Landscapes (Cut back bush on Savile Way), £50.00
Seniorlink Eldercare (November 2020), £64.52
Phillimore Garden Centre (PC Christmas tree), £44.10
L Wragg - refund (Zoom - December), £14.39
Bills already approved / Direct Debit
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 Nov to 2 Dec 2020, £183.95
Clerk’s Salary - Confidential
NEST – November pension contributions (Direct Debit), £50.41
Income
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Daniel Robinson & Sons (fee for interment of Mr Pile), £100.00
The bill payments were approved.
18 Correspondence
a) December Correspondence list
The PC noted the correspondence.
The idea of moving the PC Christmas tree out of the Memorial Well or having an
alternative arrangement for next year was considered.
19

Action List Update
The Action List was reviewed and updated.
Cllr Hobro had spoken to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Safeguarding
Partnership board, who pointed him to relevant training and information. They also said
that SCDC should have a safeguarding policy and they will speak to SCDC about this. Cllr
Hobro will follow up on this and let the PC know when SCDC adopt a suitable policy.

20 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life
a) Pebble fund / Round Moat
Cllr Collinson had held a very productive site visit with Bob Steed, followed by a second
including Doug Radford (ex RSPB). Cllr Collinson will meet with them again and then
produce a delivery timescale to send to Cambridge Water. Some other people may get
involved in the project, one for ecological aspects, one for insect aspects, plus a contact
for the Cambridge bat group.
ACTION – Cllr Collinson to produce a delivery timescale and send to Cambridge Water. Cllr Collinson
The local residents will be informed of what is planned via leaflets
b) Cycle Stands – Zero Carbon grant
Cllr Hobro said the PC had been awarded the Zero Carbon grant from SCDC for cycle
stands. The list of conditions had been circulated and approved, and the Clerk had
completed the BACs form. Cllr Hobro proposed that the PC accept the grant money, Cllr
Burge seconded, all concurred. Cllr Hobro also proposed that as soon as the funds are
received, the cycle stands be ordered as they will take several weeks to arrive, however,
the supplier requires full payment in advance because of the size of the order. Cllr Wragg
said the terms of trade need to be reviewed, which Cllr Burge agreed to do. Ian Wilson
had agreed to receive the cycle stands and fit them around the end of January.
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to co-ordinate purchase and fitting of the cycle stands
Cllr Hobro
c) Street Signs
Cllr Mulholland had circulated a report before the meeting proposing that the PC might
consider replacing or maintaining worn street signs to save them being replaced with
plastic alternatives (which is what CCC would use). Cllr Roberts said that the PC may have
to get permission from CCC to do this work as the signs are their property.
ACTION – Cllr Roberts to find out if Foxton PC needed CCC permission to upgrade their Cllr Roberts
street signs
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Dates of next meetings:
PC Meeting
7:30pm Tuesday 19th January 2021
PC Meeting
7:30pm Tuesday 16th February 2021
Finance Meeting
January / February (TBD)

– Online (via Zoom)
– Online (via Zoom)

The meeting closed at 21.52.
*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval.
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Annex A – Cambridgeshire County Councillor Peter McDonald’s Report
Report for Parish Councils – December 2020
Cambridgeshire County Report
C19 Case Numbers Cambridgeshire Dec 3rd

As I mentioned last month Country & District Launched the local Test & Trace programme and hopefully you all ad the
new documentation to go with that.

Since the 19 November, when the countywide service launched, 280 cases have been passed to the local service, with
an 83 per cent of cases completed.
Winter Support Package
Councils pledge wide ranging winter support for more people than ever - Cambridgeshire County and Peterborough
City Councils, working alongside other agencies and organisations, are planning to support many families and
individuals whose lives have been made more difficult by the COVID pandemic this year.
They will provide Winter Support Packages to families to make sure that, not only no child goes hungry this year
whether they are eligible for free school meals or in a range of other categories, but also that families and individuals
who might struggle with other essential bills, such as utilities, can be supported.
The food support will come via a voucher sent to families automatically, using a system many schools are already
using. Each eligible child will receive a £15 voucher for each week of the school holidays (two weeks at Christmas and
one week in February).
Those eligible for the voucher will be those:
 Eligible for Early Years Pupil Premium
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 Funded two year olds
 Eligible for Free School Meals (including those not currently on a school roll)
 Eligible for 16+ bursary
In addition to the Food Vouchers, the scheme is also available to support these same families and individuals with
other immediate needs, including (but not limited to) other essential supplies and food, household energy and water
bills, essential white goods such as fridges or cookers and boiler servicing and repairs.
Those eligible for this additional support will include:
 Households who receive income-related benefits
 Households facing financial hardship – who councils are aware of
 Families identified as ‘just about managing’ by schools
 Anyone with an Education, Health and Care Plan
 Care Leavers
 Young Carers
 People with ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ status – such as asylum seekers
Mobile Library Service Times and locations
The mobile libraries service has re started stopping at 364 locations in 85 villages and communities throughout the
county. It’s a great place for catching up with friends and colleagues whilst supporting a local community resource. We
visit most locations once a month, for example the first Tuesday of the month. We will be visiting on the same times
and days of the week as before. Find a mobile library stop.
Christmas schedule
Mobile Libraries will be off the road between Friday 25 December and Tuesday 5 January 2021.
 Routes on 25 December have been cancelled. The next visit will be on 22 January 2021.
 All routes on 1 January 2021 have been rearranged to Monday 4 January.
How to use the service
Access to the vehicle will be limited to help keep staff safe. We will be providing books selected in advance.
Reservation service
 You can pre-order books from the library catalogue using the reservation service. This service is currently free
of charge.
Select and Collect service
 This allows you to request a collection of books based on your tastes. You can use the Select and Collect
service online, or by calling 0345 045 5225. Simply choose the mobile library as a pick up point and order as
far in advance as possible. This helps ensure that a selection is ready and issued for you to pick up from your
stop. (Ideally place your request a week in advance - we will do our best with forms received after this.).
If you have any queries please email us at mobilelibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk . Please support your local library
service delivered directly to your community.








Each Mobile Library vehicle carries up to 3,000 items of stock including fiction, non fiction, large print, books
on CD & cassette and books for children of all ages.
You can request books/cassettes/CDs/DVDs. We have access to all the books in Cambridgeshire Libraries. You
can also request books online to collect from the mobile Library on our next visit.
Any books borrowed from the Mobile Library can be returned to any other Cambridgeshire Library and you
can return books from other libraries to us, so no need to worry about missing your due date.
You can renew and order books online, please ask onboard for your ‘PIN’ to get you started.
Download the Spydus mobile app to keep track of your library account using your smart phone.
Books are issued for 5 weeks and you can renew for up to three months.
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This Land
Here is a statement made by Cllr Mark Goldsack in relation to the County Council Company This Land.
“This Land – an update from Cambridgeshire County Council
This Land began trading during the summer of 2017 and is progressing operations in line with its business plan. It takes
several years for a start-up development company to purchase land, take it through planning, build houses and sell
them before returning a profit. House sales are now underway, in line with the business plan. This Land has never
defaulted on any loans to Cambridgeshire County Council.
Amounts paid to Cambridgeshire County Council in interest are much more than £205k. Interest payments will
continue to be made by This Land to CCC throughout the life of the loans as scheduled in the loan agreements.
An additional loan facility from Cambridgeshire County Council has been agreed; however, that does not mean that the
entire facility will be utilised. Total lending today is below the £120m initial facility authorised in December 2017, and it
was long-planned this would gradually rise to keep pace with construction spend across multiple sites in line with the
business plan.
Independent legal advice was undertaken by Cambridgeshire County Council when structuring the funding
arrangements for the Company. Income derived from this investment is already helping Cambridgeshire County Council
to support the delivery of frontline services to the most vulnerable people in the county.
The This Land Group accounts are calculated under IFRS accounting standards and have been fully audited by a
reputable, top 10, firm of UK auditors. All interest payments, capital repayments and loan receipts have been made in
line with This Land Group business plan.
November 25 2020”.
School Issues: Attendance – Autumn 2020

School Term

Merry Christmas Everyone. Stay negative. Keep positive.
Peter McDonald, Dec 6th 20
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