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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE  

TUESDAY 15TH JANUARY 2019 AT 7:30 PM 
  

PRESENT:  

Cllr Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr 
Bearpark and Cllr P Collinson 

IN ATTENDANCE:  

Ms K Byrne (Clerk)   

1) Apologies for Absence 

 Cllr L Wragg 

2) Declaration of Interest in agenda items 

 None 

3) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 11th Dec 2018 

 The minutes were reviewed and agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts. 

4) Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only)  

 None. 

5) Village Hall 

a. Changing Room Refurbishment 
The Village Hall Management Committee have received approval from Fire Control. Mrs Dorothy 
Woods met a builder on 19 December for a pre-quote chat and to get a rough idea of costs so 
that she can start trying to get funding. This was noted by the PC 

b. Safety floor area around children's play equipment 
Before the meeting Cllr Sunderland had notified the PC that whilst at the Village Hall he had 
noticed that the safety floor area near the climbing frame was breaking up and looked like it may 
pose a potential tripping hazard. The PC looked at the photos that Cllr Sunderland had taken and 
agreed that the flooring needs repairing. 
Cllr Roberts suggested trying to get this repaired under guarantee, as the play equipment had 
only been installed in the last eighteen months or so. Cllr Mulholland looked back at the Minutes 
for 2017 and found that the play equipment was installed in August 2017. 

ACTION: Clerk to find paperwork relating to the HAGS play equipment installed at the Village 
Hall (if necessary ask Mrs Woods) and check whether the equipment is still under warranty. 

6) County Council Update 

 There was no update from the County Council as Cllr Topping was not present at the meeting and he 
did not provide a report. 



 

2 

 

7) District Council Update 

Cllr Roberts said there was not a lot to report with things having been quiet over Christmas. 
However, she said that as the Local Plan had been so late in being published, as early as this spring 
SCDC will be putting out a request for sites (for Land supply) again.  

Cllr Mulholland asked whether parish councils get consulted or is it just a matter for SCDC? Cllr 
Roberts said it normally involves only landowners but occasionally some parishes have land they 
wish to put forward for consideration. The current Local Plan with be in force until 2031. 

Meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press 

 There were no urgent questions. 

8) Burial Board 

a. Gate on new cemetery land 

The gate to the new cemetery land was vandalised on 2 occasions within 48 hours in early January. 
Cllr Vinton and Cllr Bearpark had managed to temporarily fix the gate so that it could be closed and 
secured – thank you to them for their prompt and efficient work. Cllr Vinton described the work 
needed to fix the gate more permanently and he agreed to meet with Dave Salmons to brief him on 
this work. 

ACTION – Clerk to arrange meeting with Cllr Vinton and Dave Salmons to fix the gate. 

b. Interment of Mrs Lydia Harriss 

In January, plot number 484 was purchased for the interment of Mrs Harriss (a resident of 
Fowlmere). The grave digger employed for this was Jason Coles. Cllr Mulholland and the clerk had 
been to the cemetery to choose and mark out the plot. A number of plots marked on the cemetery 
map were no longer available due to previous plots ‘drifting’ into the wrong row or column. In 
order to avoid this happening in the future, Cllr Mulholland explained that he has devised a system 
using a 4ft by 8ft template to mark out a plot with grass paint. Plot 484 had been thus marked out 
and Jason Coles had said it was very useful. 

Before the meeting the Clerk had produced a spreadsheet of recent grave work detailing which 
undertaker and grave digger had been used in each case and whether the work was satisfactory; 
this was circulated for the PC to review. Going forward the spreadsheet will be updated each time 
there is a burial, and Cllr Mulholland said that he will follow up with a photo of the work done. 

c. Transfer of Deed of Grant form 

Cllr Mulholland said that there is a template for a Transfer of Deed of Grant form on the ICCM 
website (see below). This will be progressed at the next Burial Board meeting. 

d. ICCM Membership 

Before the meeting Cllr Mulholland had found a useful website – the Institute of Cemetery and 
Crematorium Management (http://www.iccmuk.com/iccm/index.php). He said that it might be 
beneficial for the PC to become a member as the website provides good practice / health and 
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safety guidance in managing a cemetery, with lots useful documents. Duxford PC have recently 
joined.  

Cllr Mulholland proposed that the PC becomes a member – it will cost £90 for the year. This was 
seconded by Cllr Burge and all agreed. 

ACTION – Clerk to arrange membership to the ICCM Website. 

e. Burial Board Rules Review 

Cllr Mulholland has carried out an editorial review which he will circulate to the PC for them to 
review before the next Burial Board meeting. 

ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to circulate the updated Burial Board Rules 

f. Date for Burial Board Meeting 

The date for the next Burial Board meeting will be Wednesday 30 January, 7:30pm at the Village 
Hall. 

Opening the existing cemetery grounds into the new burial ground was discussed but this will need 
further discussion at the next BB meeting and Finance meeting (in terms of the costs and work 
involved). Cllr Mulholland suggested that a five-year plan may be needed as it could be an 
expensive and lengthy process. Cllr Vinton said that replacing the shed at the cemetery should be 
considered in that time frame too. Cllr Burge suggested he and Cllr Mulholland could rough out a 
plan of action with costs in advance of the next Finance meeting. 

ACTION – Cllrs Burge and Mulholland to draft a five-year plan to open into the cemetery extension 

9) Planning Committee 

a. Planning Minutes from 11 Dec 2018 

********************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
HELD IN THE PAVILION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE  

on TUESDAY 11th DECEMBER 2018 at 8.00pm 
 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr P 
Collinson and Cllr T Bearpark  

 
APOLOGIES: Cllr L Wragg and Cllr M Vinton 
 
IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk) and two members of the public 
 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council she will 
approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and 
she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.  
Cllr Sunderland declared an interest in item 3, as he lives nearby. 
Cllr Roberts declared an interest in item 4, as her daughter lives nearby. 
Cllr Howe declared an interest in item 4, as he lives nearby. 
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2. S/4357/18/LD 

Willowside, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Proposed certificate of lawful development for a single storey rear extension and a pitched roof over existing 
single storey rear flat roof. 
Sue Jones 
The PC considered the application. Nobody had any issues with the proposed plans. It is not going to affect the 
neighbours and would be an improvement. 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections. 
 

3. S/4268/18/FL 
Thistledown, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TJ  
Replacement of the approved two side dormer windows S/0961/15/FL to one large dormer window with an 
increased height and minor alterations. 
Mrs E Armstrong 
Cllr Sunderland left the room at 20:04. 
This application is in the conservation area.  The PC reviewed it a few months ago and had no objections then. 
However, Cllr Roberts thought that the proposed plan was now too big, and the height was a concern. There 
were also concerns regarding parking and the quality of life for the neighbours. Cllr Howe said that it is out of 
keeping with the area. It was considered to be an overdevelopment of the site, detrimental to the neighbouring 
properties especially to No. 1 Maltings cottages. 
Fowlmere Parish Council recommends refusal. If the planning officers are minded to approve this application, 
then Fowlmere Parish Council request that it goes to the planning committee. 
Cllr Sunderland came back in to the room at 20:12. 
 

4. S/4388/18/FL 
Eaden Cottage, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SR 
New infill structure to existing rear single story extension. Minor internal and external alterations. New 
detached two bay single storey timber framed open carport. 
Mr Ron McCreery 
This is in the conservation area and is a listed building. It was reported that a neighbour was concerned about 
the car port being very close to their property and that hedges which had been there before had been removed. 
Cllrs Howe and Roberts left the room at 20:15. Cllr Bearpark took the Chair for this item. 
The issue regarding whether the carport would be overbearing to the neighbours was considered, but as the 
proposed carport would be lower than the bushes and hedges that had existed before, it was decided that the 
carport would not be overbearing. Any loss of view to the neighbour does not represent a material consideration. 
The PC however suggested to the applicants (who were present) that they might consider softening the look of 
the proposed carport with some sympathetic planting, which might bring the view for the neighbour back 
towards what was there before.  
The Parish Council had no objections to the alterations with regards to it being a listed building. The PC 
considered that the proposed plans for the carport do not represent an overbearance and for that reason have no 
objections, and recommend approval. 
Cllrs Howe and Roberts came back in to the room at 20:28. 
 

5. S/2916/18/FL & S/2917/18/LB 
Queens Head, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SZ 
Amended – Change of use to former public house to children's day nursery. Internal alterations to the building 
and, construction of new entrance porch at rear. Relocation of oil storage tank and provision of external play 
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area. 
Briggs 
Cllr Roberts resumed the chair. 
The Parish Council had previously expressed concerns regarding this application that CCC Highways Department 
had not been to see the site. However, Cllr Mulholland said that he had been advised that as this is a small site 
the Highways Department would only carry out a desktop review of the traffic situation and this did not require a 
site visit. 
Cllr Burge said that the traffic analysis now included did not address the PC’s concerns about parking especially 
between 8:15 and 8:45am (when the primary school children are mostly dropped off) as the applicants have just 
submitted analysis in hour bands of forecasted vehicle trips. 
The PC remain concerned about the safety issues regarding the extra traffic generated by the proposed nursery. 
However, the site being used as an employment site is a positive. 
The PC recommend approval for this application as an employment site, but they continue to have highways-
related concerns regarding the proven speeding traffic in that area and the complexity of the junction, together 
with the extra traffic generated by the proposed nursery. 
 

6. S/3560/18/FL 
Hideaway, Lynch Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SX 
Two-storey side extension. 
Mr Kelvin Biggs 
Cllr Collinson said that the proposed extension fills the site comprehensively. Cllr Roberts said it may have an 
effect on the neighbours lighting and will be overbearing. 
Overall, the PC do not object to this application, but they would not like to see any windows on the north and the 
east elevations that overlook neighbours appearing at a later stage. 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections. 
 

7. S/0409/18/FL 
Warren Lodge, Fowlmere Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 6EZ 
Erection of a new dwelling adjacent to existing house. Demolition of existing garage and creation of 
additional car parking to serve existing and new dwelling 
Appeal – determined by written representations by 07-Jan-2019 
Ms Shelton 
The appeal was noted. 

 
8. Other Matters and Updates 
 None. 
 The meeting closed at 21:00. 

********************************************** 

The minutes were reviewed and agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts. 

Subsequent to the 11 Dec 2018 Planning meeting, the SCDC planning officer responsible for the 
Thistledown application (S/4268/18/FL) contacted the Clerk to request that the Parish Council provide 
material considerations and planning reasons for why the application should be refused. The 
comments were reworded as follows:   

The Parish Council felt that the new proposal is an overdevelopment of the site, and would be 
overbearing to neighbouring properties leading to neighbours’ loss of amenity. There were additional 
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concerns regarding the width of the lane and possible parking problems. The PC also considered the 
proposed plan to be out of keeping with the conservation area.  

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends refusal. If the planning officers are minded to approve this 
application, then Fowlmere Parish Council request that it goes to the planning committee.  

The PC challenge the assertion that as this application is for only one property then the decision can be 
done by delegation. It is in the conservation area and the PC do not feel that the proposed plan will 
‘conserve or enhance’ that environment – see Chapter 6 of the Local Plan Protecting and Enhancing the 
Natural and Historic Environment. 

. ACTION – Clerk to forward the revised comments to SCDC 

b. S/1362/18/FL Land to North of 7 Elms, Long Lane – Appeal 

If the any members of the PC wish to comment further on this application, or modify/withdraw our 
previous representation then they need to do so by 21 January. There were no new comments. 

c. S/4650/18/TC - For Information Only – Acacia Trees, Walnut House, Thriplow Road 

The PC had no objections to this application, therefore no comments will be returned to SCDC. 

d. SCDC Local Plan (hard copy received) 
The clerk has received hard copies of the SCDC Local Plan and the Adopted Policies Maps and these 
will be available to view, as required. 

e. Consultation - Greater Cambridge Draft Housing Strategy 

The online survey for the Greater Cambridge Draft Housing Strategy is to be completed by 25 
January 2019. If any councillors wish to carry out the online survey they can do so as per the email 
of 19-Dec or at: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/housing/housing-strategy-consultation/. 

f. Neighbourhood Plan Update  

Cllr Mulholland suggested that if SCDC cannot help the PC with advice then ACRE maybe able to. 
Cllr Roberts said she would contact Foxton group to ask for their advice. 

ACTION – Cllr Roberts to contact the Foxton Neighbourhood Plan group and ask for their advice. 

10) Road Safety 

a. LHI Application Update – Village Consultation 

Cllr Howe said there had been 183 replies to the village consultation, of which 80.9% were ‘for’ the 
proposed plan, 17.5% were ‘against’ it and 1.6% were ‘neutral’. Also, there were comments about 
speed bumps (mostly about where they may be placed) and he suggested it would be courteous to 
reply to the people who commented. Also, there should be some text drafted to go on Facebook. 

ACTION – Cllr Howe to co-ordinate replies to the Village survey comments and draft text for 
Facebook. 
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Cllrs Howe and Burge were going to the LHI meeting the next day (16 January). Cllr Roberts said that 
the PC have a strong mandate to say the village is in support of the plan. All agreed. 

b. Speedwatch Update  

Cllr Howe said there had been a session held before Christmas on London Road monitoring traffic 
coming into the village. There were 218 vehicles monitored, only 12 were at 35mph or above (the 
MVAS was in Long Lane at the time). The maximum speed was 45mph. Some of the Speedwatch 
volunteers are dropping away now. The PC may need to co-ordinate another recruitment drive (with 
a dozen or so volunteers). Cllr Howe said that he will talk to the speed watch coordinator to get a 
training date and then this can be advertised. 

ACTION – Cllr Howe to ask the speed watch coordinator for a date for another training session  

c. Casualty Reduction Support Fund 

Nothing to report. 

d. HGVs in village 

Cllr Howe reported that A J Grabhire send a number of large vehicles though Fowlmere village at 
antisocial hours. He suggested writing to the companies to ask them not to send their vehicles 
through the village at such early / late hours. Cllr Roberts thought that maybe we shouldn’t pick out 
individual companies. Cllr Howe said that the CCC support a Commercial Vehicle Operators Best 
Practice. It was suggested that we could wait for the weight limit sign. Cllr Mulholland said that he will 
ask Vikki Keppey what her thoughts are. Cllr Burge said that we should hold off writing to companies 
for now since if we get the funding for the speed bumps and 20mph zone then this may put off large 
vehicles coming through the village anyway. 

11) Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Village Tree Work update 

The Clerk had met with Rob Watkins regarding some work trees in Dovehouse Close – the T90 
Norway Maple with sooty bark disease - due to be felled, and the T91 Sycamore covered in ivy - 
due to have the ivy severed (as per the survey schedule). However, the T91 had had about 7 
branches removed by persons unknown. Rob wanted it to be acknowledged that he had not done 
this work. The T90 has also had branches removed but that one is to be felled anyway. This was 
noted by the PC. The work schedule can continue as planned. 
Cllr Mulholland said that the grassy area known as the Green in Savile Way may require some 
consideration. Patches of grass are mossy / bare due to excessive tree coverage. The PC should 
consider having a contract with Hardys rather than just a schedule so that the PC could ask 
Hardys to do things other than cut the grass. It was agreed that the PC should have a more formal 
process for tendering for the maintenance work, and a proper contract should be drawn up.  
Cllr Roberts suggested that the PC could have an annual walk around the village, looking at the 
trees and grassy areas and plan what work needs doing in the next year. All concurred with this. 
The first walk was planned for Saturday 2 March at 2pm. 

b) Community Orchard update 
Nothing to report 
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12) Finance & General Purposes  
a) Dave Salmons 

Before the meeting the Clerk informed the PC that Dave Salmons had made a mistake on his 
quote to provide and install a fence behind the Village Hall - he forgot to include the costs for 
labour on his quote, which would add £400 to the £450 quote. The PC had already agreed in 
principle via email to the increased cost, and in the meeting all agreed to the revised quote of 
£850. 

b) Bills to be paid 
E.on Chapel Electricity (29-Dec Bill): £48.37 
Seniorlink Eldercare December 2018: £99.78 
Ryecroft Data (Traffic Consultation Leaflets): £160.00 
Royston & District Community Transport (donation): £300.00 
Dave Salmons - VH fence: £850.00 
Fowlmere Village Hall - Pavilion Room Hire (15 Jan 2018): £24.00 
K Byrne Salary (December 2018): £634.40 
K Byrne - NEST refund: £28.60 
K Byrne Telecoms refund, £28.28 
K Byrne refund (Toner): £53.49 
K Byrne refund (annual Microsoft subscription): £59.99 
Fowlmere United Reformed Church, Room Hire (17-Apr to 11-Sept 2018): £110.85 
Rob Watkins Tree Surgery - Dovehouse Close (4 Elms): £480.00 

c) Precept 
 The clerk reported that the precept requirement for 2019-2020 had been sent to SCDC. 
 The next Finance Meeting will be Tuesday 12 February. 

13) Correspondence  
a) Neighbourhood Planning & Planning Support – 4-Dec email 

The PC were not interested in this support at this time. 
b) Unstable wall in Savile Way – 13-Dec email 

A resident of Savile Way had reported their concerns about part of the wall which borders the 
property ‘The Green’ and Savile Way being unstable and was worried about the wall falling down, 
possibly onto somebody; they said that it had been swaying precariously in the recent winds. The 
resident has spoken to the property owner who said they are aware of it but they have not got 
round to doing anything about it. 

Cllr Roberts said that the PC had contacted the owners of The Green property about this a while 
ago. She suggested that the PC (via the Clerk) write again to the owners to say that it has been 
brought to our attention by a concerned villager that the wall bordering their property and Savile 
Way is unstable and in danger of falling down. We should ask what their plans are for fixing the 
wall and what their timescale to repair it might be? 

ACTION – Clerk to draft a letter to the owners and to ask Cllr Roberts to review it. 
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c) Highways Design and Construction Works – 27-Dec email 
The PC were not interested in this at this time. 

14) Action List Update 
a) Ideas for Improvements to Village Life 

 Nothing new at this stage. 

15) Other Matters (for information only) 
a) St Marys Wall 

Cllr Sunderland asked about establishing ownership of the wall at the back of St Marys (that has 
fallen down). Is it the Parochial Church Council (PCC) or the PC that is responsible for it? Cllr 
Roberts said that it is the responsibility of the PCC to find out. Cllr Mulholland said maybe the PC 
need a meeting with the PCC to discuss this. 

b) Repairs to the pump house 
 Cllr Bearpark said that repairs to the pump house / memorial well would start on 1st May 2019. 

c) Mr Pile  
The Clerk had received an inquiry from Mr Pile’s daughter Ms Ritchie about upgrading his 
Seniorlink Eldercare alarm system to another system which offers an enhanced response service 
and other additional facilities that will allow Mr Pile to continue living safely in his own home. The 
Seniorlink system can support some of the additional items required but not all of them. The cost 
of this alternate system is around £4.47 per week – the existing Seniorlink system costs approx. 
£1.60 per week. Ms Ritchie asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to continue funding the 
alarm system if they were to change to the alternative supplier or whether the funding is linked 
specifically to the current supplier. 
Cllr Mulholland said that technology is changing and improving all the time and if a more 
appropriate system is on offer then maybe the PC should consider it. The Seniorlink service has 
been running for about 8-10 years. Cllr Roberts said that it should be established which extra 
facilities are required to keep Mr Pile living at his home. This can then be discussed further at the 
next PC or Finance meeting.  

ACTION – Clerk to ask Mr Pile’s daughter which extras she thinks Mr Pile needs. 

d) Mr Harmata – request to purchase burial plot 

The Clerk had been contacted by Mr Harmata asking if he could purchase a plot at Fowlmere 
cemetery, in addition to plot 470 in which his son is buried. Mr Harmata would like himself, his 
wife and his other son to be buried near their deceased son. The clerk explained that the cemetery 
Rules now only allow residents of the village (which he is not) to purchase plots and they can no 
longer be pre-purchased – this had been explained to the Harmata family at the time of the 
interment of Lee Harmata. However, the clerk agreed to ask the PC how many sets of cremated 
ashes could be buried in existing plot 470 in which one coffin is already interred. 
The Parish Council noted this request and will discuss it fully at the next Burial Board meeting. 

The meeting closed at 21:25 pm. 

The date of the next PC meeting is Tuesday 19th February 2019 in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall. 


