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Allerton Bywater Millennium Community

Allerton Bywater Millennium Community was announced by John Prescott in 1998 as one of a series of new developments which aimed to

showcase innovative new approaches to building sustainable communities. Lying six miles south-east of Leeds, the Millennium

Community occupies the former site of Allerton Colliery, at the centre of the village of Allerton Bywater.

The site was transferred to English Partnerships in 1995 and upfront public investment of £24 million enabled land remediation,

decontamination and flood alleviation works. The eventual design included high environmental standards, a HomeZone where pedestrians

and motor vehicles were given equal priority on kerb-free streets, and a Design for Manufacture competition in which homes were built for

a construction cost of no more than £60,000.

Rather than focusing solely on the site itself, the Millennium Community aimed to benefit the village as a whole, helping it to shake off the

post-industrial legacy. In particular, a £500,000 fund was made available to provide capital funding for local projects, managed by the

Community Initiative Subgroup of the parish council. Funds have also been provided for the refurbishment of buildings used as

community venues, giving a positive boost to the area.

Walking and cycling links are good, both within the site and to nearby destinations, including a Sustrans cycle path following a former

railway line. There is easy access to shops and facilities within the rest of the village. Bus services are adequate but have seen no real

improvement from the development. There is disappointment locally that some of the early promises, such as to run buses through the site

itself, have not been kept. However, the Millennium Village has still provided some welcome improvements for the local community while

keeping the new homes more affordable than in most of the sites we have visited.

Click here (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Allerton-Bywater-Millennium-Community.pdf) to

download the Allerton Bywater profile.
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Barton Park

Barton Park is a new mixed-use residential neighbourhood on the north eastern edge of Oxford. The development is a partnership between

Grosvenor Development Limited and Oxford City Council.  The location is difficult for transport in the sense of being on fields the other

side of the busy A40 dual carriageway that runs around Oxford, severing it from the town. A large new entrance onto the dual carriageway

is planned and potentially a bridge over the road to take pedestrians, cyclists and buses into Oxford. However this is expensive and appears

badly delayed. The fields are not close to a railway station or rapid transit. The masterplan for the area is nonetheless ambitious and

promises an ‘integrated and vibrant new community that will help stimulate regeneration in the adjoining neighbourhoods’. The reserved

matters application submission, comprising the A40 junction, primary street, linear park, greenways and associated attenuation features,

represents the first step in delivering the vision for Barton Park. 
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Bath Riverside

Bath Riverside is located on a disused gasworks in the centre of Bath, near the river. which had been derelict since the 1980s. The

development consists of modern high-end apartments and some town houses incorporated into a large development area by the River

Avon and is well situated for walking to shops, entertainment, the railway station, bus station and bus stops. Car parking is limited and the

public realm is shaped around walking. The development has contributed substantially to public transport improvements in the wider area

and to new local pedestrian links. When visited: May 2018.
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Berryfields, Aylesbury

Berryfields’ location on the north-west outskirts of Aylesbury is on the other side of the A41 which cuts the new development off from the

town, with access off a large roundabout. The A41 and the ring road system are used in general to serve a number of development areas to

the North of the town and the effect is to limit the desirability of walking or cycling to the new areas. Better to use the car. A bonus however

is the proximity of a station to parts of Berryfields, although this is not in the new housing area itslef but off a roundabout near it.  The

Chiltern line into central London is popular. The average house price in Aylesbury is £380,000, far exceeding the national average of

£222,000, a figure which has risen rapidly in a short time and is expected to continue to do so.

The Development Brief anticipated the project starting in 2005, with phases 1, containing 700 units, and 2, with 1,150 units, seeing 1,850

houses finished by 2011. Berryfields Academy and Primary School have opened. 
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Cambridge southern fringe new developments

The housing market in Cambridge itself is such that the average house price is far above the national average.  Given the popular location

there has been a spate of building in the city in recent years, with 30,000 or so houses in extensions in the eastern, northern, and southern

fringes of the city.  The Great Kneighton and Trumpington Meadows urban extensions together form the bulk of the housing development

in the Southern Fringe. Both were approved at the beginning of the decade and have largely now been completed.

The developments benefit from proximity to the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, which provides rapid journeys to Cambridge rail station,

the city centre and beyond. There is also good cycle access to local destinations, and Trumpington hosts a large Park & Ride. The city centre

is too far to be realistically accessible by foot, but the combination of good cycle routes and bus-based rapid transit means that residents

have a genuine alternative to the car. That said the southern fringe developments are not far from major roads.

Lots of new community amenities have been built as part of the developments, including primary and secondary schools, a library,

community rooms, and a nature reserve. The biggest drawback is probably the fact that the high house prices will put the area out of the

reach of many.

Click here (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Cambridge-Southern-Fringe.pdf) to download the

Cambridge Southern Fringe profile.
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Chapelford Urban Village

Warrington is a prosperous and developing city. The proximity of the M62, M6, and M56 afford it easy access to the North West and the

rest of the country, with 6.2 million people, including residents of Manchester and Liverpool, living within 45 minutes of it.

The Chapelford development is to the north-west of the city on a former 200 acre RAF site. Planning permission for the development was

granted in 2002.  The first homes were sold in 2003 and the last ones completed in 2017.

On entering Chapelford Urban Village, the amount of land dedicated to car parking is immediately apparent. This is at its worst in the

district centre, which takes the appearance of an out-of-town complex dominated by a single large supermarket. In other parts of

Chapelford there are streets that almost look more like car parks than streets, while the extensive car parks in front of some small blocks of

flats are so all-encompassing that they even stretch underneath the buildings themselves. However the main streets through Chapelford

are quite attractively designed and have good traffic calming measures.

There is little consideration of walking and cycling in the planning and promotional documentation for the site, with the focus instead on

Warrington’s advantageous placement within the road network. Despite this, a great deal of effort appears to have been put into cycle

provision within the site itself, with an abundance of cycle lanes and blue signs alongside the traffic calming measures, although some of

the cycle provision seems rather over-designed. There is also an attractive park in the middle of Chapelford.

The best feature in terms of public transport is the new station which is currently being built at Warrington West. However, the bus,

walking and cycling links between Chapelford and the rest of Warrington do not meet the same standard. Therefore, while the relative

proximity of the town centre should mean that many facilities are easily accessible by foot and bike, the urbanised environment acts as a

significant deterrent to this in practice. The signed cycle route between the town centre and Chapelford requires navigating a major

roundabout, followed by a choice of either cycling next to a dual carriageway or on a muddy path which involves passing a threatening area

underneath a bridge. Travel patterns may change when the new station opens, but it will be too late to reduce the amount of land dedicated

to car parking or to redesign the district centre. It seems that having an urban location and making efforts to encourage cycling on site are

not enough to avoid creating a car-dominated environment.

Click here (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Chapelford-Urban-Village.pdf) to download the

Chapelford Urban Village profile.
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Castle Mead, Trowbridge

Castle Mead is one of a series of greenfield developments on the edge of Trowbridge, the county town of Wiltshire. The development is in

the form of an urban extension of some 600 homes, taking over a decade to build. Local campaigning for traffic calming and a pedestrian

crossing began when it was realised that plan was to use the distributor road bisecting the estate as a bypass for Trowbridge and a lorry

route.

The development lies near ancient woodland, a Wildlife Trust reserve, and a site home to various rare species of bat with European

Protection. The next in the sequence of developments – the Ashton Park urban extension, which finances major road construction, has

faced a complex and expensive programme of mitigation of wildlife impact.

Bus links to Castle Mead are minimal, with very few buses from the town centre actually entering the estate. There has also been little effort

to make it easy to walk or cycle around the area. To reach the closest shopping parade in the neighbouring Paxcroft Mead estate, residents

are supposed to follow a path across a green area of undeveloped land, but people have told us they feel unsafe using this path, and are

forced instead to walk along the main distributor road. This road was not designed to be used by pedestrians or cyclists and doesn’t even

have a pavement.

The houses within parts of Castle Mead can appear tightly packed together with lots of brick and tarmac and little green space between

them. The estate gives the impression that its location and design have been chosen in order to enable the construction of the new

distributor road, while walkability and public transport links leave much to be desired.

Click here (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Castle-Mead-Trowbridge-1.pdf) to download the

Castle Mead profile.
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Clackers Brook, Melksham

Clackers Brook in Melksham, is a new development built on greenfield land on the eastern edge of this small Wiltshire town, funding in the

process a distributor road with land left for future dualling for a possible future Melksham bypass. Access to the estate is via a series of

roundabouts along the distributor road. There is primary school and a couple of shops including a charity shop. There is a pub at a junction

to the estate off the distributor road.
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Cranbrook new town

Cranbrook is a major new town to the east of Exeter, being developed by the Exeter and East Devon Growth Point, a partnership of local

government, the Homes & Communities Agency and various private sector partners. Having received planning consent in 2010, the first

Phase of Cranbrook is now complete and the second is well underway. The original concept of Cranbrook is as an eco-town. As well as

Cranbrook new town, the growth point also includes many other developments. At the nearby Exeter International Airport, there will be

expansion of the airport with a new terminal building, a Flybe aviation training facility, a Hampton by Hilton Hotel, and Skypark, a

Sustainable Business Park with over 1.4 million sq ft of office and industrial space. Other plans include an intermodal freight terminal, a

new Exeter Science Park and some major urban extensions for Exeter. A combined heat and power scheme will service Cranbrook and

Skypark. Associated road schemes include improvements to two M5 motorway junctions and the Clyst Honiton bypass. 

A new £5 million train station was opened in December 2015 to serve Cranbrook, two years later than originally planned. It is sited close to

the first phase of the new town, but with two fields separating it from the residential area. The station, which can accommodate 6-car

trains, has a 150 space car park, bicycle parking and bus and taxi facilities, although buses do not currently serve the stations. The

developers paid £3 million towards the cost of the railway station.

Click here (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Cranbrook-1.pdf) to download the Cranbrook

profile.
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Dickens Heath

Dickens Heath New Village was planned in the early 1990s by Solihull Council in partnership with a lead developer, to meet around half

the target housing demand for the District in a single, self-contained new settlement on Green Belt land (with the canal as the firm Green

Belt boundary). Dickens Heath was a village before development commenced, but a very small one. Solihull Council owned some of the

land. 

 (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/photo-21a-Dickens-heath.jpg)
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 (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/photo-22b-dickens-heath2.jpg)

Outline planning permission was granted in 1996, full permission in 2003. Development was controlled by a development partnership,

which included Solihull Council and around 8 developers. The partnership retained ownership of the land. However, the lead developer

went bankrupt ca 2008, which among other problems led to a delay on development of the final inner areas. The new settlement was

intended to have its own village centre, primary school, library, community hall, health centre/GP surgery and an employment area

adjacent to the canal. A Masterplan was commissioned by Solihull District Council from a architect John Simpson, which defined zones of

higher density apartment living towards the ͚village͛ centre and lower density higher value housing towards the edges. The aim was to create

areas within the village free from car traffic and to give priority to the needs of pedestrians and cyclists over the car. Residential roads

within the housing areas were to be connected to the principal traffic routes, the roads being parallel to existing hedgerows and trees.

http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/photo-22b-dickens-heath2.jpg
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Great Western Park, Didcot

The development lies within a patch of southern Oxfordshire which has become known as the Science Vale. This includes the settlements of

Didcot, Wantage and Grove, and a set of major science, technology and innovation related employment sites such as Milton Park, Harwell

Campus and Culham Science Centre. In 2011, the Science Vale area had a population of 117,000, with 54,000 jobs.

The Strategic Housing Market Assessment has identified that 725-825 new homes are required per year in South Oxfordshire and 1,028

per year in Vale of White Horse District. In December 2015 Didcot was designated a Garden Town, with plans for 15,000 new homes in the

town, along with 20,000 new science-related jobs across the wider Science Vale area.

Great Western Park is thus one of several planned urban expansions for the town. Sited immediately to the west of Didcot, it’s a good

location for foot and cycle connections to the town, but there are signs that not enough routes have been built that cross the site boundary,

and in some places people are having to take matters into their own hands to create these paths.

There are ambitious targets to increase the cycle commuting in the Science Vale. The major employment site of Milton Park lies just north

of Great Western Park but is cut off from it by a mainline railway line; plans to build a new road bridge could rectify this.

Within Great Western Park walkability is good and a 20mph zone is in place. A large circle of playing fields stand in the centre of the estate,

providing a home for several local sports teams. There are plans to build a more typical park alongside here.

Bus services have improved recently and run every 15 minutes to Didcot town centre and railway station. There are even night buses from

Oxford on Friday and Saturday nights. However buses cannot run between Great Western Park and neighbouring suburbs because a

proposed bus link was not built.

Some substantial transport related developer contributions have been made, including contributions towards bus services and monitoring

the impacts of the development in terms of air quality and traffic generation. There have also been highway improvements at the nearby

Milton Interchange on the A34.

Click here (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Great-Western-Park-Didcot.pdf) to download the

Great Western Park Didcot profile.

http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/
http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/
http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Great-Western-Park-Didcot.pdf
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The Hamptons

The Hamptons are a series of developments in Peterborough that pre-date teh NPPF for they were begun in the mid 1990s. Parts are

however still in construction with 8,500 new homes eventually to be built. Much of the development uses former clay pits and brick works,

but some of it is located on what was more open countryside. There are a number of areas of water and green spaces which enhance the

area. There is a  local shopping area but a big attraction is a large shopping mall with many high street names. This caters for shoppers

from a wide area, having good access to strategic roads via the A15. 

The developments are well served by frequent bus services, with real time information screens at key bus stops and brand new buses.

Observation on the visit (weekday outside peak commuting times) suggest that the bus services are well used across the age and social

ranges and the Census 2011 information conforms that bus use into Peterborough is comparatively high although teh vast majority of

people travel by car. The buses serve the Serpentine shopping centre, and the bus stop is located close to the main entrance and has a

dedicated space so that bus users can wait in a shelter away from the road traffic movements and exhaust fumes. Bus access to the

shopping centre complex is via bus gates so that at busy times the bus is not delayed by congestion into and in the (substantial) car park.

The bus routes penetrate the developments, facilitated by the layout which does not feature as many cul de sacs as is often seen in new

housing areas. 

 (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-
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Kidbrooke Village, Greenwich

Key details

Name Kidbrooke Village

Location Royal Borough of Greenwich, London

Number of dwellings 4,763 (1,906 council homes 
demolished to make way for the 
development)

Date first homes sold 2011 (Phases 1 and 2A completed 
2012)

Homes delivered to date 1,325

Percentage of affordable homes 35% planned (incl. 15% social rented).
Developers  must  pay  £15m  towards
off-site provision of affordable homes.

Percentage of council housing None 

Average house price £479,000  (this  may  rise,  as  many
affordable  homes  were  built  in  the
initial stages. Properties are currently
selling for up to £915,000)

Land dedicated to vehicles 21%

Road vehicle trips generated Phases  3,  5  and  6  (incl.  the  Village
Centre,  Wingfield  School  and  around
half  of  the residential  properties) are
forecast to generate 499 AM peak trips
and 663 PM peak trips.

Parking provision 0.3-0.6  spaces  per  dwelling  for  flats;
one space per dwelling for houses.

Walking distance to railway station 5 minutes

Size of site 28.9 ha developable land; 54.7 ha new
and existing Metropolitan Open Land

Housing density 165 dph parcel density

Planning guidance The London Plan
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Background and context of development

Kidbrooke Village has been developed by the Berkeley Group on the site of the former Ferrier Estate
in Kidbrooke, south-east London, working with the Homes and Communities Agency and the Royal
Borough  of  Greenwich.  The  site  lies  within  the  slightly  larger  Kidbrooke  Strategic  Development
Location, which was identified in the 2013 London Plan as an Area for Intensification. The area has
good existing transport links, in particular Kidbrooke station which is located close to the centre of
the estate, plus regular buses passing through the site.

The Ferrier Estate was a council estate built in the 1970s, primarily composed of 6 storey buildings
and 12 storey corner blocks. In recent years it was felt that the estate had become neglected and was
in bad repair. The demolition of the Ferrier Estate began in 2010 and was completed in 2012. At the
time, the 1906 dwellings demolished represented around 8% of Greenwich’s council housing stock.
The 5277 former residents were offered a ‘right to return’ to the site, however the number of social
rented homes in the new development is considerably lower than the amount that had existed in the
Ferrier Estate. In 2017, Greenwich had 12,826 households on the housing waiting list.1

The development is composed of seven Phases. These are comprised primarily of apartment blocks
of  various styles,  as well  as a  smaller  number of  houses.  The taller blocks are generally  located
towards  the  centre  of  the  site,  with  lower  buildings  close  to  the  surrounding  residential  areas.
Running in a belt through the middle of the site are a set of parks, some of which have been newly
created.

The early phases include higher numbers of affordable homes, to aid the settlement of tenants of the
former  Ferrier  Estate;  50%  of  the  dwellings  completed  by  October  2016  are  affordable.  The
affordable dwellings break down into approximately 48% social rental units, 45% intermediate units,
and 7% discounted market sale units. In total, as of January 2015, 1,525 affordable homes were
committed to be delivered,  including 738 social  rental  units;  this  is  in  comparison to the 1,906
socially rented council homes of the former Ferrier Estate.

1 London Datastore (2018) https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/households-local-authority-waiting-
list-borough
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Phase Three is situated in the centre of the site, close to Kidbrooke Station, and will contain the new
‘Village Centre,’ due to be completed in 2018. The height of the tallest tower here has been subject
to some debate. Under current plans it will reach 21 storeys, with lower towers surrounding it. There
will be 11,921 sq m of commercial and community space in the new village centre. 

Public Realm

                

The development  of  Kidbrooke Village involves  the creation of  20ha of  new parkland and open
space. Cator Park is a new green space created as part of the development. Immediately to the south
of this lies Sutcliffe Park, which has been designated a Local Nature Reserve. The River Quaggy flows
through  here,  and  in  2007  (unrelated  to  the  Kidbrooke  Village  development)  the  Environment
Agency restored the floodplain within Sutcliffe park, deculverting the river and creating a lake and a
wetland area designed to flood during high flow events, on what had previously been flat playing
fields. Dragonflies, damselflies, kingfisher, snipe and reed warbler can be seen here. 

Berkeley Homes are now working in partnership with London Wildlife Trust to enhance habitats for
biodiversity across Sutcliffe Park and Cator Park, to engage and consult residents to find out what
they would like to see happen, and to improve access between these two parks, which are currently
separated by fences. As part of this, London Wildlife Trust have been running a series of ‘Wild about
Kidbrooke Village’ public events enabling residents to get to know the wildlife that can be found in
their backyard.
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Public transport, walking and cycling accessibility

Kidbrooke station borders the site, lying close to the centre of Kidbrooke Village. The development
includes the construction of a new station building here, which will have direct street level access
from the new Village Square. This will form part of a ‘hub’ offering improved transport interchange
with regular train, bus and taxi services. The platforms at Kidbrooke were recently lengthened to
allow  suburban  12-car  operation,  and  increased  patronage  of  Kidbrooke  station  is  expected  as
Kidbrooke Village continues to expand.

The Masterplan called for bus services 178 and B16, which previously served the Ferrier Estate on a
circuitous  route,  to  be  switched  to  a  more  direct  route  through  the  middle  of  the  site  along
Kidbrooke Park Road. While resulting in faster journey times, this would reduce the number of stops
within  the  estate,  increasing  the  distance  to  the  nearest  stop  for  some  residents  of  both  the
development itself and neighbouring residential areas. When construction works meant the previous
bus  route  along  Tudway  Road  became  no  longer  passable,  protests  from  residents  of  the
neighbouring Brooklands Park Estate led to the construction of a new turning circle that allowed
service B16 to be returned to part of its previous route, though the 178 now follows Kidbrooke Park
Road. The plan is now for the B16 to continue to serve the eastern and western parts of the site in
future. New bus stops located next to pedestrian crossing facilities are promised in the masterplan,
with  shelters  and  seating.  The  possibility  of  a  future  segregated  bus  rapid  transit  route  was
mentioned but not further developed.

Unlike most new developments, not all residences come with parking provided. There is one parking
space per house but less than this for the flats; 0.6 spaces per flat were proposed for Phases 1, 2, 2A
and 4, and 0.3-0.4 spaces each for the 2900 flats in Phases 3, 5 and 6. This is lower than the 0.6
spaces per dwelling for flats on the previous Ferrier estate. The new flats do not automatically come
with parking provided, but residents must rent a parking space if they want one. According to the
sustainability statement,  cycle provision in Phases 1,  2,  2A and 4 is  0.5 spaces per studio/1 bed
dwelling, 1 space per 2/3 bed dwelling and 2 spaces per 4+ bed dwelling.
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Destination Company Route 
numbers

Weekday 
daytime 
frequency

Weekday 
evening 
frequency

Saturday 
frequency

Sunday 
frequency

Travel 
time

Location of
bus/train 
stop

Last 
return
time

Central 
London

Southeastern 
railway

Every 10 
mins

Every 15 
mins

Every 15 
mins

Every 30 
mins

25 mins Kidbrooke 
station

00.26

Eltham 
town centre

TfL B16 Every 15 
mins

Every 20 
mins

Every 15 
mins

Every 20 
mins

16 mins Various 
within site

00.12

Lewisham 
town centre

Southeastern 
railway

Every 10 
mins

Every 15 
mins

Every 15 
mins

Every 30 
mins

7 mins Kidbrooke 
station

00.44

Greenwich 
town centre

TfL 286 Every 8-11 
mins

Every 15 
mins

Every 9-12
mins

Every 15 
mins

28 mins
(incl. 8 
min 
walk) 

Kidbrooke 
Way (8 
mins walk)

00.30

The Kidbrooke Masterplan envisages ‘green fingers’  running across the site,  emanating from the
central Hub, allowing direst walking and cycling routes. Where appropriate the principle of shared
surfaces will be adopted, alongside a well-defined street hierarchy with improved connectivity and
low speed limits. 

Pedestrian routes around the Ferrier Estate involved subways underneath Kidbrooke Park Road to
connect  the  two  halves  of  the  estate  with  each  other  and  with  adjoining  neighbourhoods.  To
improve  pedestrian  and  cyclist  accessibility  across  the  site,  the  level  of  the  land  adjacent  to
Kidbrooke Park Road has been lifted to allow surface level crossings. Road widening is also taking
place to allow these crossings to be installed without causing congestion on the road, which is a TfL
red route.

The travel plan promises large numbers of cycle parking spaces will be provided at the properties
themselves, as well as on-street, with at least one space provided per property. At street level there
will be 96 cycle parking spaces in Phase 3 (the village centre), 30 in Phase 5 and 68 in Phase 6. As yet,
few on-street cycle measures are visible.

Local Facilities

                

When complete, the Village Centre in Phase 3 will have 5,229 sq m of retail space, including a 2,802
sq m supermarket, 1,456 sq m for Use Class A1, and 971 sq m for Use Classes A2-5. There will also be
a 100 bed hotel, 5,495 sq m for community purposes, including a PCT centre, and 983 residential
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units.  This  will  be  serviced by  491 residential  parking  spaces,  95 parking spaces for  commercial
purposes and the rail station, and 1,226 cycle spaces.

To provide facilities for residents while the Village Centre is under construction, a ‘temporary village
centre’  has  been installed.  This  includes a Sainsbury’s  Local,  village shop,  café,  doctor’s  surgery,
dentists, pharmacy and information centre. The existing youth centre has also been refurbished to
act as a community hub.

Type of 
facility

Plans and current state 
of progress within 
development

Built 
yet 
within
site?

Closest 
example

Estimated time to reach nearest example 
outside development

Walking Cycling Driving Public 
transport

Convenience 
store

Sainsbury’s Local and 
village shop in 
‘temporary village 
centre’

Yes

Café / 
restaurant

Cafe in ‘temporary village
centre’

Yes

Drinking 
establishment

The Village Centre 
planned for 2018 will 
include a bar

No The Old Tiger’s
Head, Lee 
Green

21 mins 6 mins 5 mins 6 mins bus 
178

High street 
shops

There will be 11,921 sq m
of commercial and 
community space in the 
new village centre

No Kidbrooke 
Parade

10 mins 3 mins 4 mins 3 mins bus 
178

Supermarket Sainsbury’s Local in 
‘temporary village 
centre’

Yes

Nursery Within Wingfield School Yes
Primary 
school

Existing Wingfield School 
within site will have new 
building due to open in 
Sept 2017

Yes

Secondary 
school

The recently rebuilt 
Thomas Tallis School is 
just outside the site 
(within Kidbrooke 
Strategic Development 
Location)

Border
of site

Thomas Tallis 
School

7 mins 2 mins 1 min n/a

Park 35ha Cator Park and 
Sutcliffe Park within 
development

Yes

Playground Built 2013 close to village
centre

Yes

Playing fields Athletics track in Sutcliffe
Park; astroturf pitch at 
OneSpace

Yes

Tennis courts At David Lloyd private 
gym on site

Yes

Leisure centre David Lloyd private gym 
on site

Yes Eltham Leisure
Centre

41 mins 13 mins 9 mins 16 mins bus
B16

Swimming 
pool

At David Lloyd private 
gym on site

Yes Charlton Lido 27 mins 9 mins 5 mins 9 mins bus 
178
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Wildlife area Sutcliffe Park within the 
site is a Local Nature 
Reserve

Yes

Community 
Centre

OneSpace Community 
Hub (refurbished 
previous youth centre)

Yes

Daytime / 
evening 
classes

OneSpace Community 
Hub

Yes

Medical 
facilities

Doctor’s surgery in 
temporary village centre

Yes

Post office No plans known No Kidbrooke 
Parade post 
office

10 mins 3 mins 4 mins 3 mins bus 
178

Library No plans known No Blackheath 
Library

25 mins 7 mins 5 mins Eltham 
Library 16 
mins 

Co-working 
space

There are no plans for co-
working office space

No Woolwich 61 mins 17 mins 12 mins 20 mins bus
178

Developer contributions

These include payments towards bus and cycle improvements and off-site affordable housing.

Contributions already received (as of 22/03/2017):

Name of contribution Purpose of contribution  Date received Amount received

Financial Contribution To be used in accordance with 3rd Schedule, Part 
1 (4.1 to 4.11) "Use of Contributions"

27/03/2012 £7,651,660.50

Bus Layover space at Henley
Cross 

Towards improvements to the existing bus 
layover space at Henley Cross

03/02/2016 £120,000.00

Employment & Skills Contribution for the purposes of the Council's 
GLLaB employment and skills initiative

27/02/2012 & 
22/05/2015

£588,000.00

Monitoring Implementation
& Compliance Costs 

Contribution towards costs of monitoring 
compliance with the terms of the Deed.

8 payments: 
9/11/2009 – 
12/12/2014

£434,883.00

Further contributions due (as of 22/03/2017):

Name of contribution Purpose of contribution Date or other conditions under which 
payment is expected

Amount 
expected

Bus Capacity 
Enhancement 
Payment 

Bus Capacity Enhancement Payment Prior to the occupation of more than 
1,900 dwellings

£3,000,000.00

Additional 
contributions 

To be used in accordance with 3rd 
Schedule, Part 1 (4.1 to 4.11) "Use of 
Contributions"

On practical completion of every 100 
dwellings excluding the first 1,300 
dwellings

£19,770,750.00

Further contribution To be used in accordance with 3rd 
Schedule, Part 1 (4.1 to 4.11) "Use of 

£280k on practical completion of every 
100 dwellings, excluding the first 4,000 

£2,170,500.00
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Contributions" dwellings + £210,500 upon practical 
completion of the 4,763rd dwelling

Off-site affordable 
housing contribution 

Delivery of off-site affordable 
housing rental units

£5m: Prior to the occupation of 3,799 
dwellings, £5m: Prior to the occupation
of 4,299 dwellings, £5m: Prior to the 
occupation of 4,699 dwellings

£15,000,000.00

Cycling Improvement 
Contribution 

Towards improving cycling facilities in
the immediate vicinity of Phase 3, 5 
and 6.

Prior to occupation of the 4,001st 
dwelling

£75,000.00

TfL Cycling 
Improvement 
Contribution 

Towards facilitating the extension of 
cycle routes and improving cycling 
facilities by TfL

Prior to occupation of the 4,001st 
dwelling

£75,000.00

Employment & Skills Contribution for the purposes of the 
Council's GLLaB employment and 
skills initiative

On the commencement of each 100th 
dwelling

£869,000.00

Monitoring 
Implementation & 
Compliance Costs 

Contribution towards costs of 
monitoring compliance with the 
terms of the Deed.

7 payments of £54,200 due annually £433,600.00

Summary

As an inner London urban regeneration scheme, Kidbrooke Village feels very different to most of the
places we have visited. The housing density, at 165 dph, is much higher than in urban extensions or
new towns.  Residents  here  are  not  automatically  expected  to  use  a  car  as  their  main  form  of
transport, and not all of the flats come with parking spaces. There is good public transport access,
including a rail station within the site, which is receiving a new station building. There is also a good
amount of green-space in the parks bordering the new flats. The developers are working together
with London Wildlife Trust to improve these spaces for wildlife and local residents. There is even a
temporary village centre, to provide shops and services for residents while waiting for the permanent
facilities to be built.

The main drawback is that these homes were not built on a site that was lying empty and unused.
Kidbrooke Village is the result of the demolition of the council estate that previously stood on this
land. The new homes include some social housing and affordable housing, but overall there will be a
net loss of more than 1,100 socially rented homes. Given the high cost of living in London, and the
long waiting list for social housing in Greenwich, this could exacerbate housing problems for many
people.  

8



26/10/2018 Old Sarum – Transport for New Homes

http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/the-project/old-sarum/ 1/2

Transport for New Homes

BRINGING TRANSPORT AND PLANNING TOGETHER

Sign up to receive news from the Transport for New Homes Association

First Name

Old Sarum, Salisbury

The development was conceived as a means to revive the airfield, receiving funding from its owner Matthew Chance Hudson and emphasis

on aviation heritage through a museum and aircraft displays. Following a lengthy planning process since 2007 that had to meet English

Heritage’s requirement of the site as a Conservation Area, the planning application was submitted to Wiltshire Council in 2015 and

approved in 2016.

 (http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/photo-8b-old-sarum-frequent-bus-service.jpg) 

(http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/photo-8b-Old-sarum-good-green-space-.jpg)

The development is more than a mile outside Salisbury and given the main road, walking and cycling are not popular. There has been

greater progress made with the bus service. Through the S106 agreement, provision was made for a 20 minute service during the day from

Monday to Saturday. The park and ride buses continue into Old Sarum and serve the estate with a 15 minute frequency on Mondays to

Saturdays. Despite the frequent bus service, there are problems familiar from other new developments surrounding the culture of car

travel; while it is possible to travel locally and into the city centre by bus, people generally prefer to use their own vehicles, often as a result

of the location of the site and essential facilities.
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