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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall  

on Tuesday 20th July 2021 at 7:00pm  
 

PRESENT:   Cllr P Burge (acting Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr C Howe, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr J Hobro 
and Cllr R Lennon (who arrived at 19:49) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs Woods, Mrs Bryan, Mr Fulton, Ms Fletcher, Ms Davis, Mr Ayres 
and 4 other members of the public 
 

Before the meeting began, the Clerk advised the attendees that Covid-19 rules would apply. 
The Clerk stated that the meeting would be audio recorded; the recording would be deleted after the 
minutes had been approved. There were no objections. 

  Actions 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr L Wragg (illness) and Cllr S Mulholland (work 
commitment).  
As both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman were absent from the meeting, the Councillors present 
chose Cllr Burge to act as Chairman. Cllr Burge accepted and there were no objections. 

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Roberts declared an interest in item 3, as one of the applicants was a family member. Cllr 
Roberts declared that if the planning applications in item 14 were placed before SCDC Planning 
Committee she will approach any new information afresh, as she will do tonight. 
Cllr Roberts left the room at 19:05. 

 

3 Co-option of New Councillor 
Cllr Howe queried whether the PC should announce who the successful candidate was in the 
meeting or wait until the next meeting and co-opt the successful candidate then. Following 
discussion and advice from the Clerk, it was decided that the announcement would be made in 
the meeting.  
The candidates had both submitted a written statement before the meeting which had been 
forwarded to councillors. As previously agreed, the candidates each spoke for up to 5 minutes, 
and were asked questions by councillors for up to 5 minutes. Following a coin toss, Mr Fulton 
spoke first, while Mrs Bryan left the room. Mr Fulton then left the room while Mrs Bryan spoke 
and was asked questions. Mrs Bryan then left the room. 
Cllr Burge proposed that the PC moved to a vote. Councillors voted by ballot paper, and the votes 
were counted by the Clerk and verified by the Chairman. The Clerk informed the candidates of the 
result. The successful applicant was then announced as Mr Fulton, who proceeded to sign the 
Acceptance of Office form, which was counter-signed by the Clerk. 
Cllr Roberts came back into the room at 19.36. 

 

4 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – 15th June 2021 
The Minutes were reviewed, and were agreed to be a true record; they were signed by Cllr Burge. 

 

5 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Regarding item 14, Cllr Roberts said that the Cherry Tree Field application had now been to the 
SCDC Planning meeting and was refused – 6 against and 4 for.   

 
 

6 County Council Matters (written report) 
Cllr McDonald was not present at the meeting, but had submitted a written report (see Annex A). 
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7 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said that there was nothing to report on the Thakeham development, also little 
progress on the Foxton Travel Hub, although she was still hearing concerns from parishioners 
regarding the potential traffic. She had also received concerns regarding noise from Fowlmere 
aerodrome, but it said this was not a district or parish council matter, however Cllr Roberts will 
make enquiries at SCDC about this (discussed further in item 20). 

 

8 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods, the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC), attended the 
meeting along with 3 colleagues from the VHMC, Julie Fletcher, Kay Davis, and Ken Ayres. Mrs 
Wood said she and her colleagues were unhappy with some of the comments in the PC minutes 
from 18 May 2021, which they felt were inaccurate and needed rectifying. These included the 
comments on: 
 Accountability – ‘the Hallmark 3 requirements include accountability (such as displaying 

minutes on noticeboard or website)’ – Mrs Fletcher said the VHMC is a charity, and the Charity 
Commission rules state that the minutes are private and can only be distributed to trustees 
and no-one else; 

 Inclusivity – ‘the 3pm start time excludes all full-time working people and even those on the 
school run as 3pm is pick up time’ – Mrs Fletcher said regarding meeting times the VHMC had 
been advised by Cambridgeshire ACRE that the trustees can hold meetings whenever they 
wish; and whenever the meetings were held, they would be discriminating against somebody. 
The time chosen by the VMHC was the preferred time of all the trustees; 

 Speed bumps/disability access – the VHMC was unhappy that the PC had researched options 
to improve disability access without first contacting them; they also felt that the reporting of 
events in the minutes was inaccurate (discussed further in item 8a below). 

It was decided that clarity regarding the requirements of Hallmark 3 should be established (Clerk 
to ask ACRE), and if the information reported in the 18 May minutes was incorrect then a 
correction would be made. Mrs Fletcher would provide contact details for Cambridgeshire ACRE. 
ACTION – Clerk to contact Cambridge ACRE about the requirements of Hallmark 3 
a)    Disability Access 
Mrs Woods said that the question of who has responsibility for maintenance of the entrance and 
exit roads had been raised. The VHMC had been investigating with a solicitor who has 
responsibility for the access roads to the VH (VHMC or PC). Their solicitor had found that the local 
authority (SCDC) had given the PC a right of way over the entrance access. The PC leased the 
whole of the land to the VHMC and had given them right of way over the entrance access road, 
however, it was their understanding that there was no obligation for VMHC to maintain the 
entrance access right of way. Strangely, no right of way was given to VH for the exit road, the 
documentation showed only that the previous owners of 19 Pipers Close had granted access over 
the land to the PC. Therefore, the VHMC is of the view that they are only obliged to maintain 
premises, it does not have right of way over the exit road nor any obligation to maintain it. The 
VH’s solicitor recommended that an addendum should be added to the VH lease giving right of 
way to the exit road and making it clear who is responsible for maintaining both entrance and exit 
roads. 
The VHMC do not have any further documentation regarding easement. The Clerk will see what 
documents the PC has regarding an easement. 
ACTION – Clerk to search for any PC documents regarding an easement re the VH access roads 
Mr Ayres is responsible for maintenance of the VH grounds; he shared some information he had 
on disability access with regards to mobility scooters/legal requirements etc. He said that the 
VHMC is aware that disabled access is required and the VHMC has been looking at this problem 
for some time. The VHMC would like to meet with parish Councillors to discuss options around 
providing disability access once responsibility is clarified. 
ACTION – PC and VHMC to arrange a meeting once maintenance and access have been clarified 
Mrs Woods said regarding item 14 ‘Review of Annual Parish Meeting’ in the 18 May 2021 PC 
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minutes, she attended the Annual Parish Meeting as Chairman of the VHMC and not as a private 
individual; as such Mrs Woods had written and presented a report on behalf of the VHMC. The PC 
noted this error and agreed in future refer to her contributions as Chairman of the VHMC. 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
Mr Ayres noted that in reference to item 8a) ‘Pathways, Pavements and County Council 
Consultation’ in the 15 June 2021 PC minutes, some of the footpaths in the Fowlmere are not 
suitable for mobility scooters. Cllr Hobro said that pathways has been under discussion with Cllr 
McDonald and the PC for a while now, and will be discussed further in the next meeting. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 

9 Road Safety 
a) Pathways, Pavements and County Council Consultation 
As Cllr Mulholland and Cllr McDonald were not present, this item and was deferred. 
b) Travel Hub  
Cllr Hobro said that there had been no material developments since the last PC meeting. 
However, he had held various discussions with Foxton PC. Cllr McDonald now has responsibility at 
CCC for transport, and he wants to influence the GCP board to make changes that will satisfy local 
groups. The local groups feel that the hub needs major redevelopment including moving the site 
to the other side of the A10, to make it convenient for bus access and cyclists. The PC will see 
what Cllr McDonald can achieve before deciding if they wish to continue opposing the scheme.  
c) Review of traffic calming scheme  
Cllr Howe said that that now the Mind Your Speed Indicator had been repaired (thanks to Josh 
Rutherford from CCC Highways), speeding data can now be accessed. It was agreed that the 
review of the traffic calming scheme be deferred until the speeding data have been analysed.  
d) Speedwatch  
Cllr Howe was still attempting to get new speedwatch sites approved and would be attending a 
meeting tomorrow to discuss this further. The 20mph speed detecting devices were still to be 
delivered, meanwhile the 30mph devices can still be used. 
Cllr Howe encouraged people to fill in the police and crime commissioner survey, and indicated 
that people may wish to mention concerns about road safety and speeding in the village. He 
suggested the link to the consultation be put on the FPC Facebook page. 
Cllr Roberts suggested that the issue of speeding through the village, from drivers within and 
outside the village, be put on the FPC Facebook page and the FaTN. Cllr Burge suggested that 
data from the MYSI might be used combined with an appeal for more speedwatch volunteers. 
Cllr Howe asked if the PC wish to apply to the LHI for any other traffic management items 
(deadline is Thursday 30 September). However, it was decided that the PC should wait until next 
year when there may be more speed data to report. Also, a road traffic survey may be carried out 
in the New Year which may strengthen the case any further traffic management projects. 
e) Items reported to CCC Highways 
Cllr Burge had a response from CCC regarding the pot-holes on Butts View; he was told they were 
not deep enough, but he will continue to monitor the size of the holes. 

 

10 Reports from Meetings attended 
There were none to report. 

 
 

11 Location of September PC Meeting 
The PC had agreed to use the VH through the summer but in normal years the PC meets in the 
School Room at the URC in September. Cllr Roberts moved that the PC continues to meet in the 
VH Pavilion Room this September, as it is suitable for Covid measures; Cllr Hobro seconded, all 
concurred. 
The VHMC members left at 20.43. 
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12 Tenure of Chairmen of Council and Committees 
This item was deferred as Cllr Wragg was not present. 

 
 

13 Burial Board 
a) Recent and upcoming burials and memorials 
The Clerk reported that a request had been received for an ashes interment in plot 637 or 638 for 
Elizabeth Wilkinson. However, a transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial will be required before this 
can be granted, which was in progress. 
b) Progress on works 
A Burial Board meeting was held on 12 July. The work on the Chapel was in progress, with a few 
items still to be finished. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Planning Committee 
a) 21/02952/LBC – 1 Malting Cottages Rectory Lane Fowlmere 
Raising of roof of lean-to bathroom to match more closely the existing roof line and to match 
with slate roof and white render to enable sufficient height to install useable shower/bath 
within bathroom 
Cllr Burge summarised the application. The PC was happy to defer to the conservation and 
planning officers regarding this application. Fowlmere PC had no objections to this application. 
b) 21/02843/S73 – Pennwood, Long Lane, Fowlmere 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission S/3709/18/FL (Construction of 
one dwelling) 
Cllr Burge summarised the application; not a lot had been changed from the previous proposed 
plan, with the same footprint. Fowlmere PC had no objections to this application. 

  
 

15 New FPC Website and Email addresses  
a) Progress on 2Commune  
Cllr Hobro said that an initial meeting with 2Commune was being arranged to discuss what 
features the PC would like on the website. The date was still to be decided.  
b) Social media presence  
As Cllr Mulholland was not present, this item was deferred. 

 
 

16 Trees, Grass and Hedges 
Cllr Collinson said Hardys had agreed to keep the established levels of grass cutting in the Round 
Moat. 
a) Bulb planting 
This item was deferred to the September meeting. 

 
 
 
 

17 SCDC Zero Carbon fund application 
Cllrs Hobro, Collinson and Roberts had met in June to discuss where the land to be developed into 
a native, diverse habitat should be; they identified 3 areas of neglected land on Ryecroft Lane. Cllr 
Hobro had received an initial quote of £1,000 to get rid of the bramble and rotavate the soil. Cllr 
Hobro estimated that the whole project would be approximately £2,500.  
Cllr Hobro proposed that he update the draft application with suggested changes, and then 
submit it on behalf of the PC, the deadline for which was 30 July. Cllr Roberts supported this and 
thanked Cllr Hobro for his hard work; she will support the application as district councillor. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to update the application, circulate and then submit on behalf of the PC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Hobro 

18 Progress on grant-funded projects 
a) Zero Carbon project – Cycle Stands 
Cllr Hobro said there was no further progress with the PCC regarding installing cycle stands at St 
Mary’s church. A Fowlmere resident had donated some chippings which Cllr Hobro had put under 
the cycle stands on the Butts, where the grass had worn away. It was agreed that Cllr Hobro 
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would get a quote from Ian Wilson to purchase and install rubber matting under the Butts cycle 
stands. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to ask Ian Wilson to quote for installing rubber matting under the Butts 
cycle stands 
b) Round Moat (Pebble) project 
Cllr Collinson requested that this item in future be called ‘Friends of the Round Moat’. Cllr 
Collinson said that the bug moat hill had been installed by volunteers. The grass cutting pattern 
on the Round Moat had created 2 different habitats, with the long grass and short grass areas. 
The bat survey had recently been carried out using a microphone. The survey had found there 
were 10 bat species in the Round Moat, while there are only 12 species in the whole of the 
Cambridgeshire! More bat and bird boxes were to be purchased shortly. The bird boxes had been 
very successful in attracting a range of birds to the Round Moat. The chipping on the footpath has 
also been successful in preventing the access route from becoming muddy and slippery. 

 
 

Cllr Hobro 

19 Finance & General Purposes  
Three quotes submitted by Ian Wilson were reviewed.  
The quote for the Fire Engine shed – Cllr Burge and the Clerk will take a look and decide which of 
the repairs needed to be carried out and report back to the PC, including whether the  roof needs 
to be repaired immediately. Cllr Hobro asked whether repairs might require lime rendering. 
ACTION – Cllr Burge and Clerk to review work required on the Fire Engine shed 
The quote for RoSPA repairs on the Butts playground was £556.17. The PC approved all of the 
items. None of the identified matters regarding play equipment at the VH were high risk or 
urgent so these were deferred. 
a) Bills to be paid 
Hardy Landscapes - Grasscutting (June), £1,570.33 
Fowlmere Village Hall - Hire of Pavilion Room in May & June, £96.00 
GSC Solicitors LLP, £366.00 
ICCM Membership 2021-2022, £95.00 
L Wragg - refund (Monthly Zoom subscription - July 2021), £14.39 
CAPALC - Chairmanship training, £50.00 
The bill payments were approved.  
Bills already approved / Direct Debits 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 June to 2 July 2021, £140.94 
EDF Energy - Cemetery Electricity, £135.00 
Clerks Salary (Direct Debit) – Confidential 
NEST (pension contributions), £50.41 
Bank Service Charge, Apr-June, £18.00 
Royal Mail - PO Box delivery (annual fee), £360.00 
Income 
CCC Grass Cutting Contribution 2021-2022, £927.74 

 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Burge & 
Clerk 
 
 
 

20 Correspondence – July Correspondence list  
The PC noted the correspondence.  
Regarding the Fowlmere airfield complaint, Cllr Roberts will respond to the correspondent. Clerk 
to write to the airfield to inform them of the complaint and ask if they might alter the flight paths. 
ACTIONs (i) Clerk to write a letter to Fowlmere Airfield re residents’ noise complaints 
(ii) Clerk to forward the CCC email about traffic management for remembrance events to the 
Reverend Angela Melaniphy 
(iii) Cllr Roberts as district Cllr to ask Gail Broom what is being done about Swan House;  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
/ Clerk  
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(iv) Clerk to follow up with Gail Broom re Swan House deterioration; 
(v) Cllr Roberts to contact the appropriate SCDC officer regarding the culvert between Ryecroft 
Lane and the Round Moat. 

21 Action List Update 
The Action List was reviewed and updated.  
ACTION – Clerk to write a letter to Mr Atkin on behalf of the PC 

 

22 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
a) Street Signs 
As Cllr Mulholland was not present, this item was deferred to the next meeting. 
b) Queen’s Jubilee celebration 
Cllr Lennon had contacted volunteer groups and most had responded positively. She had written 
to companies for sponsorship and she was waiting for them to get back to her. 
c) Additional village sign 
As Cllr Wragg was not present, this item was deferred to the next meeting. 
d) Future projects 
Cllr Roberts said that the PC needs to check whether Councillors’ declaration of interests needs to 
be published on the PC’s own website and whether a councillor needs to declare membership of 
any organisations such as trade unions, freemasons and National Trust. 
ACTION – Clerk to seek advice on Councillors’ declaration of interests 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

The meeting closed at 21.45. 
 
Dates of next meetings: 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 21st September 2021 – Pavilion Room, Village Hall 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 19th October 2021 – Pavilion Room, Village Hall 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 16th November 2021 – Pavilion Room, Village Hall  
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Report for Parish Councils – July 2021 
 

South Cambs District Council 
I mentioned last month that South Cambridgeshire Growth fund is opening for applications on 1st July 2021. It is for 
micro and small businesses operating in/from South Cambridgeshire. Priority applicants will include those who have 
not previously received government backed (covid related) funding. A one-off grant of between £1,000 to a maximum 
of £50,000 will be awarded to eligible applicants. 
The Growth Fund scheme is designed to support businesses’ growth and expansion plans in the district. Eligible 
applicants for the scheme must be South Cambridgeshire based start-ups who are looking to scale and grow quickly, 
or they can be established South Cambridgeshire based companies who can clearly demonstrate ambitious growth 
plans in the District. Businesses in any sectors can apply, including, sole traders and partnerships. One- off grants of 
between £1,000 and £50,000 may be awarded to successful applicants. The scheme will end when all funds have been 
allocated. The link is here: 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/business-support-and-advice/growth-fund-grant-scheme/ 
 
South Cambridgeshire Planning Delegations 
I said I would update on this periodically. The delegation meetings can be found here: 
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/step-by-step-guide-to-permissions/delegated-
planning-decisions/#A2 
In June there were 3 meetings and the result was:  
June 15th 1 referred, 1 delegated 
June 8th : 1 referred no delegated 
Jun1st: 3 delegated 1 referred  
 
Q4 Performance report 
This report looks at the council performance. Problems in the Contact Centre (due to staff moved to Business Grant 
unit) are now being addressed. 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s122475/Appendix%20A%20-%20KPI%20Performance%20Cab.pdf 
 
Business Plan Update 
The update on the business plan is here: 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s122476/Appendix%20B%20-
%20Q4%20Business%20Plan%20Actions%20Update%20Cab.pdf 
Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document 
As new SPD outlining in detail the policies surrounding biodiversity has been published 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s122524/Biodiversity%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%2
0-%20AMENDED%20DRAFT.pdf 
Cambridgeshire County Report 
Vaccination  
You can see the daily data here: 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/ 
Apprenticeship Funding 
Cambridgeshire County Council has agreed to transfer £273,000 of its apprenticeship levy fund to K-10, an 
organisation set up to support apprenticeships in the construction industry. 
K-10 will work with award winning house builder Hill to find placements for the 21 apprentices in the county, allowing 
them to gain skills and qualifications in plumbing, electrical, carpentry, groundworks, dry-lining, bricklaying and 
painting. 
As a levy paying employer, the council is able to transfer 25% of unused, annual levy funds to other employers that 
wish to utilise apprenticeships to train their staff. As the transfer of funds would support employment for 
Cambridgeshire residents on major construction projects with Hill, the funding transfer was approved. 
All of the apprenticeship positions are full time with the first year pay rate being £8.36 per hour. Apprentices will all be 
studying at colleges or training providers within the county for the duration of their apprenticeships. 
K10 is recruiting now, so if you know of anyone aged 18 or above who may be interested in one of these fantastic 
opportunities, please encourage them to apply at www.k-10.co.uk/vacancies or send their CV directly to K10 at 
mahbub-uddin@k-10.co.uk. 
 
Covid 
Some worrying trends being addressed by the expanded testing and vaccination drop in centres. 
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Covid Rapid Testing vans 
For more information, including the opening dates/times of new rapid-testing facilities, plus any changes to site 
locations, visit our rapid testing webpage. https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/coronavirus-
covid-19-rapid-community-testing 
Learning Disability Partnership 
The Cambridgeshire Learning Disability Partnership (LDP) brings together specialist health and social care services for 
people with a learning disability. The LDP is responsible for commissioning and providing these services on behalf of 
Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust and Cambridgeshire County Council. Some staff are employed by the County 
Council and some by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Mental Health Trust, but they are all part of the LDP. 
The roles we currently have available are: 

 Nurses 
 Lead Nurse for Adults with Learning Disabilities 
 Senior Community Nurse 
 Psychologists 
 Principal Clinical/Counselling Psychologist 
 Highly Specialist Clinical Psychologist- Huntingdon 
 Highly Specialist Clinical Psychologist- March 
 Occupational Therapists 
 Specialist Occupational Therapist 
 Physiotherapists 
 Physiotherapist 
 Lead Physiotherapist 

Please click here to go to our vacancy home page for further information and to apply. 
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/latest-vacancies 
 
Consultation: Cambridgeshire Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
This is an important opportunity to contribute views – please note closing July 13th. 
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/ccc-local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-consultation-2021 
 
Foxton Travel Hub 
We met officers on June 15th. Still a lot of work to do to balance the City and local benefit. 
Whittlesford Travel Hub/A 505 
The GCP held a call on the work being done on the station/travel hub and the A505 study. I will circulate these slides. 
East West Rail 
Consultation finished June 9th. The County Council response is here. Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com) 
Thakeham 
Thakeham has to date not lodged a submission to the South Cambs Call for Sites. We have asked Anthony Browne to 
write to the NFU and CLA to advise landowners that there is No Government support for Thakeham and therefore not 
to make land option agreements. We will update once we hear back from Anthony. 
Updates as usual here: www.swcag.org.uk 
 
Peter McDonald, July 6th, 2021 


