MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE
TUESDAY 15TH MAY 2018 AT 7:30 PM
PRESENT:

Cllr L Roberts (Vice-Chairman), Cllr C Howe, Cllr Mel Vinton, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr P
Burge, Cllr S Mulholland and Cllr T Bearpark

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Ms Vikki Keppey, Mrs Dorothy Woods, and then later Cllr Topping
Actions
1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
There were apologies for absence from Cllr L Wragg. As Cllr Wragg was absent Cllr Roberts took
the chair for this meeting.

2.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:
There were no declarations

3.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Wragg (in his absence) as Chairman. Cllr Burge seconded this motion,
there were no further nominations, and all agreed.
Cllr Wragg to accept and sign paperwork at the next meeting.

4.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Roberts vacated the vice-chair. Cllr Bearpark proposed Cllr Roberts as Vice-Chairman. Cllr
Howe seconded this motion, there were no further nominations, and all agreed. Cllr Roberts
accepted the post, and resumed the chair for this meeting.

5.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES
All Cllrs agreed to be on the Planning and Finance Committees and the Burial Board.
Cllr Roberts proposed that the Chair and Vice-Chair of each committee should be decided at their
respective next meetings. All concurred.

6.

ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.
Cllr Wragg to sign Acceptance of Office forms at the next meeting.
Cllr Burge had completed and returned his Register of Member’s Interests forms; all other Cllrs to
do so after the meeting and to send a copy to Clerk and a copy to Patrick.adams@scambs.gov.uk.

7.

ACCEPTANCE OF NEW COUNCILLORS
No new councillors were elected.

8.

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH APRIL 2018:
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed as a true record.
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda.

9.

COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS:
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave this report:
County report for May 2018 to Fowlmere Parish Council

Cllr Wragg

All to note

Cllr Wragg
All

Cllr Peter Topping
Very local issues
I have forwarded to the county council footpaths team the information that Peter Burge has sent me
regarding the footpath that now has a gate on it.
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I have chased but not had a response regarding the community orchard proposals for leasing the
land from the county to the parish council. I will keep pushing this. The surveyor who was off sick is
now back at work.
I met with the headteacher and chair of governors and expressed my concerns on the back of that
meeting to the education director. I am told by Sarah that the county education dept is being a little
more helpful. I need to have a catch-up with Sarah and Philip on next steps.
I have chased Evan Laughlin re the replacement of the posts along Long Lane. I haven’t been
down there to see if they are fixed.
A10 closure and diversions. I have had a meeting with the county officer (Mr Webb) who allocates
signs and diversions and explained the concerns to him and he has gone away to look at his maps
and see if a better route can be achieved.
I was very pleased to be invited to attend the 50th anniversary celebrations of Thriplow Daffodil
weekend.
Planning – Grainstore I attended the planning committee and spoke against the proposals on the
grounds that there were too many houses for the Thriplow site. I was told by the officers that
because of their concerns over a potential judicial review, I was to confine my opinion to the
Thriplow matters and not the wider Grainstore issue, however I was pleased that the proposals
overall were rejected by the planning committee with one exception.
Roads I have met with the highways department manager and driven around the village with him
spotting problems including a significant one at the war memorial. To be honest, the return of winter
in late March meant that the pothole filling was behind schedule, but the county must do better at
getting roads to a reasonable standard. I am monitoring the filling in of holes that have been
reported and chasing the oldest and worst ones.
Travellers You may have seen the travellers who have set up along the A505 near the Pet
Crematorium.
I am continuing to push the council and the police to act – as you know, because the land is
privately owned, there are limits on what can be done if the landowners choose to allow this to
continue. The land is owned by at least two and possible three people. I wrote to the police last
week again and met council officers yesterday.
Although the Order has a "return restriction" of three (3) months the travellers - following a further
eviction from Duxford - re-occupied the land. Unfortunately, this was possible because the
landowners had failed to secure their land.
There are now two options to remove the travellers:
a. As re-occupation of the land is a criminal offence this now becomes a police matter. and
having written to the police last week I am asking the Chief Constable what action he is
going to take. I have set out all the issues and concerns expressed locally and put it to the
police that they have the powers to act on the grounds of community safety.
b. The council is applying to the Magistrates Court for a further summons to evict the
travellers.
With regard to the Breach of the High Court Injunction the district council lawyers are starting
proceedings within the High Court as the owners of the land are in contempt of Court which if
found guilty may result in them going to prison, fined or having their assets seized.
The council is also acting under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 section 80 in order to
issue an abatement notice in regard to fly tipping and its prevention by means of a Gating
Order. I am urging the council to do this quickly to prevent a return.
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Road junctions - One of the concerns for local residents in Fowlmere is access onto the A505 and
road safety. I have been pressing the county council to consider how to make road junctions safer,
especially where small turn-off roads run from very busy A road. There are safety interventions that
can reduce the risks, and some of these below may be suitable for a discussion between the parish
council and the county highways department, although funding for these proposals is not a given.
• Removal of foliage at all highway junctions • Removal of foliage in advance of all directional signs
• Replacement of all directional and advanced direction signs, including increasing sign text sizes
• Replacement of large diameter posts with a passively safe type, to reduce the risk of injury
• Surface dressing of sections to improve skid resistance. • Renewal and rationalisation of white
lines and road studs. • Introduction of textured edge lines at specific high risk locations • Widening
of the hard edge (section of road beyond the edge line) at one location where regular edge overrun
has been identified. • Re-cutting of grips (channels in the verge to drain water).
If you need to contact me, please use my email peterwwtopping@gmail.com or call 07825 876582.
Peter
Cllr Roberts suggested that Fowlmere Parish Council writes to the chief of police and chief
constable regarding the traveller issue, Cllr Topping agreed this would help. Cllr Roberts and Cllr
Wragg to draft a letter and send to Clerk.
Cllr Vinton mentioned that fly tipping should be reported to the landowners, as they are going to be
issued with a summons for allowing fly tipping.

Cllr Roberts
/ Cllr Wragg
/ Clerk

Cllr Topping told the council that the County Council are now open for bids for Local Highway
Improvement funding; the submission deadline for applications is Tuesday 31st July 2018. Cllr
Topping said that involving the school will increase the chance of success. Cllr Roberts said that
parents and children in Fowlmere are concerned about the crossing near the war memorial. Cllr
Mulholland said that crossing near Jacksons Way also needs some traffic calming measures.
Various options were considered. Mrs Keppey will advise the council as to who may be able to
assist in coming up with a plan.
Cllr Roberts, Cllr Sunderland and Cllr Mulholland expressed concerns about the height of grass on
the verges towards A10.
Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Topping for his report and for attending the meeting. Cllr Topping left the
meeting.
10.

DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE:
Cllr Roberts
Following elections, the Liberal Democrats now have control of the district council with 30
councillors, Conservatives with 11 and Labour and Independent’s both with 2 councillors. Cllr
Roberts has been asked to be on the following committees: planning, licensing and scrutiny, and a
Tory councillor has been asked to be Chair of Scrutiny, so the council is quite balanced.
Thriplow, Foxton and Fowlmere worked together to oppose the Grain Store application which was
refused, and was a great success for the parishes. Fowlmere PC has indicated that they will
contribute to the fee for the lawyer (Philip Kratz) who helped in the appeal.
Travellers have recently been settling on various sites around the Pet Crematorium despite an
injunction; some have relocated further along the A505 towards McDonalds. The amount of mess
being left is of concern. However, the police are unable to act because it is private land. Any land
that belongs to the parish should be secured with locked gates and with photographic evidence of
this. Cllr Mulholland offered to photograph the locked gate at the cemetery and Cllr Burge will
photograph the locked gates at the Butts.
Cllr Howe suggested we contact Mr Abelwhite about this.

Cllr
Mulholland
/ Cllr Burge
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11.

ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
A) REVIEWING POINTS ARISING FROM THE MEETING
None were discussed.
B) REVIEWING PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE MEETING
Cllr Roberts said that it was disappointing that the Annual Village Meeting was so poorly attended
(there were 6 FPC members, 2 invited speakers and 4 others). Other neighbouring villages
(Heydon and the Chisels) have had many more people attending, perhaps 40. It was suggested
that a glass of wine may have encouraged attendance.
In future, FPC should advertise the event more widely. This year it was in advertised in the
Fowlmere and Thriplow Newsletter and on the FPC website but not the FPC Facebook.
Other suggestions included holding future AV meetings in the Village Hall, or the school.
All to consider how to get more people to attend.

All to note

The meeting was opened for questions from members of the public and press.
Dorothy Woods said she is concerned about travellers possibly settling at the Village Hall. Mrs
Woods has had a quote for work to fence in the fields of nearly £2,000, which the Village Hall
cannot afford. Mrs Keppey suggested that gated height restriction barriers fitted to the entrance and
exit might be another possible solution to discourage travellers from coming onto the Village Hall
site.
Dorothy Woods asked if there is any progress on the land registry work. Cllr Burge advised that this
has not progressed with the recent change of clerk.
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.
12.

VILLAGE HALL
A) OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT
Cllr Burge, Cllr Mulholland went to see the equipment at Chishill Village Hall on 6 May 2018 at
10:00. Mrs Woods also visited. All were impressed with what they saw. Locations for the equipment
was considered: the Village Hall is suitable, the Butts was considered not to be suitable, and the
Green at Savile Way was also considered or at least a trail at Savile Way might be suitable.
Cllr Roberts proposed that a working party should progress this project and report back. Cllr Burge,
Cllr Mulholland, Cllr Wragg and Cllr Bearpark will proceed with some ideas lead by Cllr Burge.
B) DOG BINS
SCDC quoted £388.10+VAT per bin. Glasdon bins are £103.82 per bin with installation quoted at
£126.18. The Cllr Burge proposed that FPC will purchase both bins from Glasdon and the Village
Hall will pay for installation of both bins. All agreed.
Clerk to order the 2 bins. When they arrive, Dorothy will arrange for installation.

13.

MEMORIAL TREE POLICY
It was agreed that a Burial Board Meeting should be held to further discuss the updated Memorial
Tree policy – see Section 14.

14.

BURIAL BOARD
A) BENCH WORK
Cllr Mulholland met with Dave Salmons to discuss work on the bench. Dave Salmons quoted £100
to pressure wash the bench, steam and then varnish it. Cllrs all agreed to go ahead with the work.

Cllr Burge,
Cllr
Mulholland,
Cllr Wragg
& Cllr
Bearpark

Clerk / DW

Cllr
Mulholland
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B) MEMORIAL STONES
Cllr Roberts advised Mrs Keppey to come back to the Parish Council when she has a new design
for her parents’ headstone. Mrs Keppey asked if she could apply to put the ashes of both parents in
together. Cllr Roberts advised her that she could.
C) TIDY UP DATE
The chapel needs tidying, and there are a number of other larger jobs. The fire pit area needs
clearing, also planting along the hedge line is required (to be done in November). The entrance way
trees need cutting back, also a job for the autumn. Patches need reseeding also in the autumn. Cllr
Mulholland suggested that the iron fence might need to be removed completely. He also suggested
that a BB meeting should be arranged for mid-summer and be held in the Chapel. The date of 13
June at 7.00pm was agreed for the BB meeting.
15.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 17TH APRIL 2018
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE
ON TUESDAY 17TH APRIL 2018 AT 7:15PM
PRESENT:
APOLOGIES:
IN ATTENDANCE

Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr L Wragg,
Cllr C Howe and Cllr M Vinton
Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr M Sunderland
Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Jackie Wright

1. Declarations of interest (if any)
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District
Council she will approach any new information afresh. Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC,
afresh.
2. S/0841/18/VC
Variation of condition 2 (Approved plans) of planning permission S/0530/17/FL
16, Savile Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TU
Mr Schonken
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections to these minor alterations, they will not make any
difference to neighbouring properties. Fowlmere Parish Council recommend approval.
3. S/2757/17/FL
- For Information – Appeal lodged
Full planning permission for 15 dwellings to include six affordable dwellings, new access and
an equipped play area
Land to the West of, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, ROYSTON, SG8 7RY
Colegrove Estates Ltd
Fowlmere Parish Council noted the appeal information. More information regarding the appeal
is required from South Cambridgeshire.
ACTION: Clerk to seek more information.
4. S/0502/18/FL
- For Information Only – Permission Granted
Installation of 3m x 4m visitor welcome hut at entrance to Fowlmere nature reserve
RSPB Fowlmere nature reserve, Mill Road, Fowlmere, SG8 6EZ

5

Peter Bradley, RSPB
Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision.
5. Other Matters and Updates
Five new applications were received since the Agenda was published:
i)

S/3591/17/FL – Planning meeting to consider the Thriplow Farm application on 24 April
2018 at 09:30 at the Council Chambers Cambourne, Hill Residential Ltd & Thriplow
Farms Ltd.
This was noted.
ii)
S/1439/18/TP – Bury House, Long Lane – Notification of tree works to a Tree
Preservation Order tree – cut back overhanging branch, Sarah King.
iii)
S/1363/18/FL – 8 Rayners Close – Roof alteration and cladding of porch, partial
demolition and rebuild of rear conservatory, Mr Darrin Morris
iv)
S/1362/18/FL – Proposed Dwelling, Land North of 7 Elms, Long Lane – W J Mead
v)
S/3566/17/FL – Construction of new grain store, Land East of Fowlmere Rd, Foxton Planning meeting on 24 April 2018 at 09:30 at the Council Chambers Cambourne,
Thriplow Farms Ltd
Items i) and v) were noted.
Fowlmere Parish Clerk to seek an extension to items ii) iii) and iv) until 15 May. If no extension
is allowed these items will be considered before the Annual Village Meeting on 8 May 2018.
Meeting closed 19:28.
*****************************
The minutes were agreed and signed by Cllr Roberts
B) SECTION 106 CONTRIBUTION
This has largely been resolved. It has been confirmed in writing that the money will go to Fowlmere
school.
16.

17.

ROAD SAFETY
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE
Cllr Howe had left the meeting so there was no update on Speedwatch.
B) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND
No progress.
C) WHEELY BIN STICKERS
The 50 wheelie bin stickers have arrived! Cllr Mulholland will put a note on Facebook to tell
residents on the main roads that parish councillors will be coming round to ask if they want them for
their bins.
TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES:
A) COMMUNITY ORCHARD PROGRESSION
No progress - see Cllr Topping’s report above.
B) VILLAGE TREE WORK
Clerk to ask Jackie about the schedule and circulate.
Cllr Roberts and Cllr Bearpark will go and inspect the rope swing on Jackson’s way to see if it may
be risk.
C) PROTECTED VERGES
The spring work has been carried out.

Cllr
Mulholland

Clerk
Cllr Roberts
/ Cllr
Bearpark
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On the verge of Chrishall Road, Cllr Bearpark noticed that the County Council have cut back a
fallen tree and have left debris on the verge. Clerk to contact Cllr Topping and ask that someone
comes and clears it up.
D) TREES BY MOAT IN RYECROFT LANE NEED CUTTING BACK (Howard Peacock email)
Clerk to ask Jackie when the trees by the Moat on Ryecroft Lane were last trimmed, and to respond
to Mr Peacock. Also find if there is a schedule for cutting and circulate.
E) CAMPER VANS PARKED ON THE COMMUNAL GREEN (Lucinda Bowditch email)
The councillors discussed the issue and do not support camper vans parking on the communal
green near Ryecroft Lane. There are other locations where the vans could park.
Clerk to advise Ms Bowditch to call Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg if it happens again; they will
investigate.
F) RE-SEEDING OF THE VERGE ON LONG LANE (Robin Cox’s email)
Cllr Roberts has seen the contractors reseeding the verge along Long Lane in the last couple of
days. Clerk to advise Mr Cox.
18.

Clerk / Cllr
Topping

Clerk

Clerk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES:
A) CHEQUES PAID
Agriplant - Protected verges: £840.00
CAPALC - Membership Fee: £328.55
ACRE - Annual Membership: £55.50
E.ON - Chapel Elec: £47.04
Hardy Landscapes - Grasscutting April: £1,480.20
S W Gardens and Landscapes: £30.00
Seniorlink Eldercare (April 18): £89.70
J Wright Salary: £667.01
J Wright – NEST Pension Refund (Mar & Apr): £14.78
K Byrne – Salary (April): £396.24
K Byrne – Petrol refund – Training at Pidley: £28.80
K Byrne – Refreshments & Stationery Refund: £45.56
K Byrne – Telecoms Refund: £22.94
L Wragg – Petrol Refund – Cambourne (Planning Meeting): £15.30
Money in – Precept (1st 6 months) - £18,405.00
Money In – Newlings £35.00
Money in - CCC contribution Grass Cutting 2018/19 - £927.74
SCDC Trade Waste Collection (Chapel): £8.00 paid by Direct Debit
B) FINANCE MINUTES FROM 17TH APRIL 2018
Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee
held in the URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere
Tuesday 17th April 2018 at 7:30 pm
Present:
Cllr L Wragg, Cllr P Burge (Chair), Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Vinton and
Ms K Byrne (Clerk).
Also in Attendance: Mrs J Wright
1.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr M Sunderland
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2.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting/Matters Arising:
The Minutes were agreed at a previous PC Meeting.
Cllr Sunderland has resigned as Chair of Finance.
Cllr Burge offered to fill the position. Cllr Wragg proposed him for this role, and Cllr Roberts
seconded. Hence Cllr Burge is the new Chair of Finance.
3. Review of Income and Expenditure
A few large amounts have come out this year such as the tree work, Chapel and Fire Engine
shed repair work, and the play equipment, hence the outgoings were more than the incomings
for this financial year. However, it was noted that some of these items came from another
source (Section 106 money).
4. Audit Process
Fowlmere Parish Council are internally and externally audited. Books and balance sheet are
ready to go to the internal auditor in Royston.

5.

Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Howe seconded, and all agreed to support the Annual Financial
Statement 2017-18 as prepared by J Wright (Parish Clerk/Financial Officer - outgoing) and
updated by K Byrne (new Parish Clerk/Financial Officer).
Precept
£36,810.00 has been agreed but has not yet been received.

Cllr Wragg proposes opening a new bank account, Cllr Burge recommended the Unity Trust
Bank. Cllr Roberts seconded this decision. Clerk to investigate further, and get the necessary
forms to set up a new account.
6. Trees, Grass and Hedges and General Purposes
Grass cutting has started. Martin Hardy was cutting grass today, and he needed to clear a tree
for access. He was given permission to go ahead.
The next phase of the tree work will have to begin in the autumn. As there will be no meeting in
August the process will have to begin in July. Clerk to Recirculate the schedule of work.
7. Future Projects
a) Finance
Fowlmere Parish Clerk to go on a training course, GDPR training particularly is thought to be
useful. Cllr Roberts will send contact information regarding this training.
Fowlmere Paris Council should re-join CAPALC. This was proposed by Cllr Wragg and
seconded by Cllr Roberts.

8.
9.

Clerk

Cllr Wragg proposed to access some accounting software. Cllr Burge has done some research
and has some initial ideas. This to be explored further.
Other Matters
None
Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 17th July 2018 (presumably at 7:00pm, prior to the PC Meeting at the URC, Chapel
Lane).
The meeting closed at 19.47
********************************

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk / Cllr
Roberts
Cllr Burge /
Cllr Wragg

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed by Cllr Burge.
C) ADDRESS FOR CLERK
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Cllr Burge said that using a PO box for receiving mail is a professional way to proceed. Cllr
Mulholland concurred. Cllr Burge proposed that the Clerk will set up and use a PO Box and Cllr
Bearpark seconded, all concurred.
D) NEST PENSION
Cllr Burge explained the change in pension contributions; the Clerk’s pension contributions used to
be on qualified earnings above a certain threshold (£490) but is now to be on all earnings. This will
allow the Clerk to pay her Employer’s contribution on the whole earnings too. The change will
increase the Employers’ contribution from £3.36 to £13.00per month. The change was noted.
19
.

Clerk

CORRESPONDENCE:
A) GP HEALTH PROVISION FROM BARRINGTON PC
Cllr Bearpark attended the meeting on Thursday 12th April at Barrington Village Hall. He has joined
a sub-committee to work with the NHS, the CCG and housing developers to investigate creating a
GP Hub.

20
.

ACTION LIST UPDATE:
The action list was updated accordingly.
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE
The new gym equipment will improve village life. Cllr Mulholland will write on Facebook that the
parish council are moving forward with obtaining the gym equipment.

Cllr
Mulholland

B) PC VACANCY UPDATE
There is still a vacant position.
21

OTHER MATTERS:
A) Proposed residential development - land to the north west of Cambridge road.
The land lies outside of the past and emerging village framework. The District Council has
confirmed that they now have in place a 5-year housing supply. The finalising of the Local Plan is
expected shortly, therefore any discussion before publication is considered by Fowlmere Parish
Council to be premature. Clerk to respond to emails accordingly.
B) Mrs Parkinson had phoned the clerk to ask if she can buy a burial plot at Fowlmere Cemetery as
her family are buried there and she was brought up in Fowlmere but now lives in Thriplow. Cllr
Roberts said that the agreed burial policy states that only Fowlmere residents can purchase a plot
at the Cemetery. As Mrs Parkinson lives in Thriplow she is not eligible. Clerk to inform Mrs
Parkinson.
C) Playground - Seesaw
The school office has reported that there is lateral movement in the seesaw. Cllr Vinton agreed to
contact the supplier (Wicksteed) and ask them to come and inspect the seesaw and roundabout. He
will meet them on site.

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Vinton

The meeting closed at 21:40pm.
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 19th June 2018 at 7:30pm at the URC, Chapel Lane.
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