MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL
which was held on-line via Zoom
on Tuesday 16th February 2021 at 7:30pm
PRESENT:

Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr R
Lennon, Cllr J Hobro and Cllr P Collinson

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.14) and Mrs D Woods
Actions
Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was
going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections.
1

Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (unable to join the Zoom meeting)
and Cllr C Howe (work commitment).

2

Declaration of Interest in agenda items
There was none.

3

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – 19th Jan 2021
The Minutes were reviewed, and were agreed by all to be a true record. The minutes
were signed by Cllr Wragg, who will deliver them to the Clerk.

4

Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only)
Cllr Burge said regarding his actions arising from items 10b (Deer signs) and 22 (Moor
Lane) he will attend to these in the coming week.

5

County Council Matters (written report)
Cllr McDonald had submitted a written report (see Annex A). Additional to this, Cllr
McDonald said that the Covid-19 figures are down but we are not yet out of the woods.
Cllr Roberts said that Covid-19 vaccinations are now being offered at Royston Health
Centre, and it was very well run when she attended. Cllr McDonald said that rapid Covid
testing is now available, people who cannot work from home should be encouraged to
get one. Regarding the Foxton Travel Hub meeting, the recording of the meeting is
available on Foxton Parish Council’s website. See also item 12a).
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr McDonald for his contribution.
6

District Council Update
Cllr Roberts said that the South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) Planning
committee were due to review the application regarding the car parking space for 20A
Pipers Close, but it had been deferred because the incorrect ownership of the land was
on the original documentation.

7

Village Hall
Mrs Woods said that there was nothing new to report. The Village Hall Management
Committee is waiting for the announcement from the Government on Monday 22
February to see if the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions will be eased but it is unlikely.
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.
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Actions
There was none.
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.
8

9

Road Safety
a) Flooding
Cllr McDonald said that the temporary repair to the pot-hole on Long Lane was holding,
and the flooding situation was slightly better. Regarding the roads around Pipers Close,
Cllr McDonald will raise a work order ticket for Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC)
Highways to put a camera down the drains. Cllr Wragg asked Cllr McDonald if he would
request that Highways cut back the hedges along the footpath near Bury House on Long
Lane. Cllr McDonald agreed to do this.
ACTION – (i) Cllr McDonald to raise work order on Pipers Close drains & send to Clerk &
Cllr Lennon; also to ask Highways to cut back the hedges near Bury House on Long Lane
Cllr Roberts said that there have been some concerns about the Round Moat and debris
in Crows Parlour. Wallington Brook is part of SCDC’s awarded water course scheme and
is therefore its responsibility, but Crows Parlour is not part of this scheme. Cllr Roberts
thought that the amount of water in the Round Moat was high but not unduly worrying.
Cllr Collinson said that a blockage in the moat has been unblocked by a nearby
homeowner, removing any concerns about flooding in this area. Cllr Burge said that once
the water level drops, the PC should check if there are any issues and blockages that
need to be cleared. Cllr Roberts said she would ask a SCDC officer to look at the
blockages in Wallington Brook.
ACTION – (ii) Cllr Roberts to ask SCDC to inspect Wallington Brook for blockages;
(iii) PC to inspect the water courses in and around the Round Moat in the summer
b) Traffic Calming
Cllr Wragg said that he and Cllr Howe had added a new location for the MYSI on Long
Lane near the Rectory Lane junction.
c) HGVs through village*
There was nothing new to report under this item.
d) Speedwatch*
Speedwatch sessions have been suspended during lockdown.
e) SatNav errors
Cllr Hobro said there is nothing new to report under this item.
f) Road closures (scheduled)*
There were no road closures additional to those mentioned in previous PC meetings.
Cllr Mulholland said that there are more pedestrians in the area around the new café on
Long Lane (near Deans Farm). Perhaps installing some Pedestrian Signs may be
appropriate. Cllr McDonald said that the upcoming CCC budget will provide a significant
amount of money for footpaths and walkways (mostly for repairs and upkeep). The PC
could ask for a site visit.
ACTION – Clerk to put footpaths and walkways on next month’s Agenda

Cllr
McDonald

Cllr Roberts
All

Clerk

County Broadband
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Actions
The Clerk had received and collated a number of comments from villagers regarding
County Broadband’s recent and ongoing FTTP installation. The PC will conduct a walk
around the village on 9 March to check if there are any further sites where remedial
works may be required.
ACTION – PC to conduct a walk around the village on 9 March to look at sites that
County Broadband should be aware of, Cllrs to let Clerk know who wishes to attend

All

10 Reports from Meetings attended
Cllrs Burge, Hobro and Roberts had attended a meeting in January about the Foxton
Travel Hub along with officers from the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) – see item
12a).
11 Burial Board
a) Recent and upcoming burials and memorials
Mrs Margaret Ginty was interred on Thursday 21 January in plot 446; the grave digger
(Jason Coles) had carried out a neat job.
A memorial request for Mrs Maureen Lake (on plot 486) had been received and was
approved by the Burial Board via email. The PC noted this.
b) Repair works progress
Cllr Mulholland said that the new shed is now in place at the cemetery, with additional
guttering to collect rain-water into the water butt. The woodwork on the Cemetery
Chapel doors will continue in the better weather.
12 Planning Committee
a) Foxton Travel Hub
Cllr Hobro asked what the next steps are following the meeting. Cllr McDonald said a
follow up call with the GCP officers is required. Cllr McDonald will email to say they must
re-engage with Fowlmere and Foxton regarding the design of the hub. If the officers do
not recommend what Foxton and Fowlmere want then the GCP board must be
approached to overrule them. Cllr McDonald will engage with Anthony Brown MP and
the Mayor.
Cllr Hobro and Burge have prepared a draft letter, which they will circulate to the PC via
email for approval; they will then send it to the GCP.
ACTION – Cllrs Hobro and Burge to finalise & circulate the draft letter to the PC and
Cllrs Hobro
then send to GCP
and Burge
Cllr McDonald left the meeting at 20.14.
13 Review of Website and PC Email addresses
The Clerk had contacted the website designer of the PC’s current website who confirmed
that the PC has Website Manager level permissions, which include being able to manage,
edit and publish the website, but the PC does not have owner control. Cllr Hobro said he
will review the shortlist of possible new website providers drawn up by Cllr Collinson.
14 Trees, Grass and Hedges
a) Fallen trees in the Round Moat
The Clerk had received a request that wood from the Elm trees in the Round Moat might
be made available to use by artists for such things as sculpture, wood turning and
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Actions
possibly furniture making. Cllr Roberts expressed concern about insurance implications
of allowing people to help themselves to the wood.
Cllr Hobro asked how much of the wood is ‘excess’. Cllr Collinson indicated that none of
the wood is really excess as it would all be environmentally useful for habitats. Cllr
Wragg expressed concern about how people might safely remove the large logs. The PC
discussed whether a small contribution towards the ‘Friends of the Round Moat’ project
would be appropriate. However, first it needs to assess how much of the wood is
‘excess’.
ACTION – Clerk to respond to Sarah Warnes that the PC first needs to assess how
Clerk
much of the wood is ‘excess’
15 Progress on grant-funded projects
a) Zero Carbon project – Cycle Stands
Cllr Hobro said that the cycle stands have been delivered: 3 have been installed in the
Butts recreation ground near the school entrance (1.2m apart); 6 have been installed at
the Village Hall, 3 at the front near the car park (1.0m apart) and 3 by the tennis courts
(1.2m apart). Cllr Hobro is in discussions with the manager at the Chequers, and the
Parochial Church Council regarding installation at St Marys church. Cllr Wragg thanked
Cllr Hobro for his work.
b) Round Moat (Pebble) project/ Clunch pit project
Before the meeting, Cllr Collinson had prepared and circulated a draft flier to inform the
villagers about the Pebble Fund Grant, and the Friends of the Round Moat’s aims, project
plan, other relevant information and budget allocation. Cllrs suggested a couple of minor
changes to the flier. Cllr Collinson will finalise this & print 500 copies to distribute. The
Clerk and Cllr Roberts offered to deliver some fliers along with Cllr Collinson (and any
volunteers from the Friends of the Round Moat). Cllr Burge suggested that conversations
could be started on the Friends of the Round Moat Facebook page to build on the
current interest. Cllr Collinson suggested that the flier could be posted on the FPC
website, noticeboard and the Facebook page to initiate this.
Cllr Collinson said he had held a meeting at the Round Moat with Bob Steed & Doug
Radford. They had discussed the contents of the proposed flier, the plans to implement
the work, as well as the long term future of the Round Moat after the Pebble Fund
completes. Doug Radford had said he would introduce Cllr Collinson to a contact in the
Cambridgeshire Bat Group, who could advise and may help with installing bat boxes.
Ideas for improving access to the Round Moat, particularly for disabled people, had also
been discussed.
Cllr Collinson
ACTIONS – Cllr Collinson to:
(i) Finalise the flier and organise delivery around the village;
(ii) Arrange a meeting to discuss next steps with volunteers when lockdown is lifted;
(iii) Contact the Bat Society in Cambridge;
(iv) Liaise with Will Roberts about the Round Moat project / and the Clunch Pit project.
16 Finance & General Purposes
a) Bank account signatories
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Actions
The Clerk said that Cllr Lennon has been set up as a signatory to the PC’s Unity Trust
bank account.
b) Precept
The Clerk said that SCDC had acknowledged receipt of the 2021/22 precept requirement
of £47,730.00. The precept will give a Band D equivalent for 2021/22 of £83.25 (an
increase of £10.61 or 14.6% to the Band D equivalent charge in 2020/21).
c) Defibrillator
There was nothing new to report under this item.
d) Traffic calming scheme invoice / Bank account transfers
The Clerk said that the Invoice for the traffic calming scheme (£22,368.02) had been
received from CCC, and when that is paid along with the other bills due in February
there would not be very much left in the Unity Trust Current account (just over £1,100).
It was agreed that the balances from the Santander Business Savings account
(£9,721.08) and the Santander Current account (£2,113.82) could be transferred to the
Unity Trust Account; these 2 accounts can then be closed. Cllr Burge said that the Unity
Trust Savings Account could be used to hold the remaining S106 funds (£2,886.78) and
the Cambridge Building society can hold the remaining operating reserves; all concurred.
ACTION – Clerk to arrange the transfer of funds from the Santander bank accounts and Clerk
then close the accounts
e) Bills to be paid
Ian Wilson - removing half fallen tree in moat, £160.00
Ian Wilson - removing old shed / prep for new shed at cemetery, £492.56
Ian Wilson - fitting bike stands (3 at Butts & 3 at VH), £540.00
Seniorlink Eldercare - January 2021, £63.63
S Mulholland - (Reimbursement for cemetery shed), £320.00
K Byrne - (Reimbursement for PC Laptop battery) , £34.99
Cambridgeshire County Council, £22,368.02
Joanna Asquith - refund for Wix Website Hosting , £74.25
L Wragg - refund (Zoom subscription - February 2021), £14.39
Bills already approved / Direct Debit
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 Jan to 2 Feb 2021 (Direct Debit), £245.43
EDF Energy - Cemetery Electricity (Direct Debit), £11.00
Clerk’s Salary (Direct Debit) – Confidential
NEST – Pension contributions (Standing Order), £50.41
Income
HMRC VAT Refund (April - Dec 2020), £3,129.97
Fee for Memorial Mrs Lake, £80.00
The bill payments were approved.
17 Correspondence
a) February Correspondence list
The PC noted the correspondence.
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Actions
Peter McDonald had been asked to look into the matter of cutting back the hedges along
Long Lane near Bury House – see item 8b). Regarding the matter of water possibly
stagnating in Crows Parlour and attracting mosquitoes, this may be an environmental
health issue. Cllr Roberts said, in her role as South Cambs District Councillor, she will look
into this matter and get back to the resident.
Cllr Roberts
ACTION – Cllr Roberts said to look into Crows Parlour and get back to the resident
The grants available through the Rural Community Energy Fund may be relevant to the
Village Hall, the Primary School, and possibly St Marys Church.
Clerk
ACTION – Clerk to forward the email to Mrs Woods, the school office and the church
warden Lisa Turner
It was also suggested that the Connections Bus Project letter might be put on the FPC
Facebook Page.
18

Action List Update
The Action List was reviewed and updated.

19 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life
a) Street Signs
Cllr Mulholland said he had contacted the SCDC Conservation Officer about the street
signs; he is awaiting a response.
The meeting closed at 21.19.
Dates of next meetings:
Planning Meeting
7:30pm Tuesday 23rd February 2021
– Online (via Zoom)
Finance Meeting
7:30pm Thursday 25th February 2021
– Online (via Zoom)
PC Meeting
7:30pm Tuesday 16th March 2021
– Online (via Zoom)
*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval.
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Annex A – Cambridgeshire County Councillor Peter McDonald’s Report
Report for Parish Councils – February 2021
Cambridgeshire County Report
C19 Case Numbers Cambridgeshire

Vaccination Here is the status as of Jan 28th on vaccination which shows 81% of > 80’s receiving first dose in
Cambs/Peterborough.

You can see the daily data here:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
Rapid Testing for Key Workers or Unable to Work from Home

Rapid testing for key workers and all those who cannot work from home is set to launch across
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough from this weekend to help track cases of Coronavirus and drive down
transmission rates.
A number of sites are being set up across the county offering rapid tests to people aged 18 and over who
have no symptoms of Coronavirus. It follows a commitment from the Government to test as many people
who are key workers and/or cannot work from home as possible.
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council have been allocated 100,000 tests in the
next six weeks, with the potential for the pilot to be extended.
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Annex A – Cambridgeshire County Councillor Peter McDonald’s Report
Around one in three people who are infected with Covid-19 have no symptoms and could be spreading the
disease without knowing it. Broadening testing to identify key workers showing no symptoms will mean
finding positive cases more quickly, which helps break chains of transmission.
Initially there will be six sites across the county, with the potential to set up pop-up sites in areas of high
need if required. Tests will be offered at no cost to the public.
Tests will be available in the following locations:
 Cambridge, The Meadows Community Centre, 1 St Catherine’s Rd, Arbury, Cambridge, CB4 3XJ –
launches Friday 12 February.
Each site will be open 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday, apart from the Peterborough site which is open
every day from 9am to 2pm and 4pm to 7pm.
To book a test, people need to visit the Cambridgeshire County Council website
Lateral flow tests are a new kind of technology that can be used to test a higher proportion of
asymptomatic people and do not require a laboratory to process the test.
The process of taking a test takes on average 15 minutes from arrival to departure.
People with symptoms will not be tested at the rapid testing sites. Anyone with one or more of these
Coronavirus symptoms – a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of
smell or taste – should book a test at nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119.
Foxton Travel Hub
I chaired a meeting between Foxton & Fowlmere PC’s, Neil Gough (S Cambs GCP Board Member) and
officers from GCP. I think it was productive - next steps are a full engagement with officers.

Thakeham Development
We (the action group) held an open meeting with 70 attendees on Jan 20th. The presentation is here:
https://17a4c9c5-bc96-42ff-89cb56a5069d86b6.filesusr.com/ugd/11c8bf_ccf8e8132aae4c47b861942733784a5c.pdf
The FAQ’s from that meeting is here
https://17a4c9c5-bc96-42ff-89cb56a5069d86b6.filesusr.com/ugd/11c8bf_1806f3efe8ab4a09a238f06872977f67.pdf
Subsequently we had a response to our FoI to the Ministry where they refused information as it was “not in
the public interest “!
https://17a4c9c5-bc96-42ff-89cb56a5069d86b6.filesusr.com/ugd/11c8bf_045cc92024c84bcd8a2d1f3d1f31ae44.pdf
Peter McDonald
February 1st 2021
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